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Morning Offering
Eternal Father, I offer you  
everything I do this day – my 
thoughts, works, joys and  
sufferings. Grant that, enlivened  
by the Holy Spirit and united to 
Jesus in the Eucharist, my life  
this day may be of service to you 
and to others. And with Mary and 
the whole Church I pray especially 
for the Pope’s prayer intention  
this month.  
Amen. 

Be a missionary 
through prayer 
Whoever and wherever we are,  
we can all be missionary: joining  
together in prayer with the wider 
Church, volunteering for Missio or 
giving generously through the  
Red Box. These are all valuable ways  
to further the work of mission.   

Fr Anthony Chantry,  
Missio National Director

See the Holy Father’s monthly Prayer 
Intentions for 2022 on pages 14-15

The National  
Director writes
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n this edition of Mission Today, we  
break open the New Year with news  

from around the world; sharing the 
courageous and life-giving work of the 
Church, which you continue to support 
through your interest, prayers and giving.  

Alongside our joyful appreciation,  
it is sobering to read of some of the 
consequences of being a missionary 
Church, called to be God’s instrument  
in bringing people together in peace  
with justice. 

For when the Church stands in solidarity 
with the victims of injustice, confronting 
evil with love, we are told to keep to our 
prayers and stay out of politics. When the 
Church provides a path for peaceful 
reconciliation between groups in violent 
conflict with each other, we are accused by 
both sides of siding with the enemy. When 
the Church reminds the world that we are 
all responsible for each other as one 
family, accountable to God for the way we 
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care for the most vulnerable, we are 
dismissed as out-of-touch dreamers. 

On pages 20-21, you will read of the ultimate 
price paid by those willing to speak truth to 
power; rejecting Satan and all his empty 
promises. These fallen missionaries inspire 
us to live the Gospel and try to follow God’s 
path of love and justice each day.  

By living the values of the Kingdom of God, 
we, the Church, challenge the world and 
each other to consider alternative ways of 
living together under the loving guidance  
of God. 

God has entrusted us with this mission  
and gives us the strength and courage to  
be missionary disciples. 

On 22 May, Pauline Jaricot – the founder of 
Missio’s Association for the Propagation  
of the Faith (APF) – will be beatified. Two 
hundred years ago she had the simple idea 
of gathering people together in groups of 
ten, to pray for missionaries, and support 
the Church in mission areas by contributing  
small amounts of money. This quickly grew 
into an international network and was given 
Pontifical status in 1922. Her life shows us 
that every prayer, however short, and every 
contribution, however small, is valued by 
God and together will move ‘missionary 
mountains’. Read more on pages 4-5. 

May God continue to enlighten our minds 
and encourage our hearts as we move 
through 2022 with hope, faith, and love.
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Pauline Jaricot 
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Venerable Pauline Jaricot is one of Missio’s founders. She  
created the Association for the Propagation of the Faith in 
1822, now known as Missio’s APF. Two hundred years later,  
we are delighted that she is to be beatified on 22 May this  
year in Lyon, France!  
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OUR FOUNDER

auline Jaricot was born during the 
French Revolution in 1789. Her life was 

to become a testament to the power of lay 
people in our Church. She believed that if 
we all dedicate ourselves to praying a little 
and giving a little, we can help share God’s 
love throughout the world. This approach 
continues to give momentum to Missio’s 
work today.  

Pauline’s parents gave her a loving 
upbringing and a living faith; she witnessed, 
and was inspired by, their acts of generosity 
and charity. In her teens, Pauline was a pretty 
and worldly young woman who enjoyed 
socialising and her life in high society.  

But then her life was changed forever due  
to a severe fall which affected her mobility.  
Pauline’s health deteriorated and she 
became depressed. A local Priest visited  
her and reinvigorated her faith. With  
his guidance, Pauline’s love of God  
was renewed.  

‘Warm my poor soul with some spark 
of faith and hope’ 
— Pauline Jaricot 

Pauline committed herself to small acts of 
charity – she believed that in alleviating the 
suffering of those around her, she was 
alleviating the suffering of Christ. She 
changed her life: she gave away her finery 
and began to take care of people living in 
poverty, making daily trips to a hospice to 
tend and accompany those who were dying. 
Pauline also devoted her time to the young 
workers from the city’s silk factories – she 
started meetings and catechism sessions 
with them. 

‘The poor are God’s true favourites... they 
bear his mark and his benevolence... God’s 
love gives value to the smallest actions…’    
— Pauline Jaricot 

All of Pauline’s efforts and energy were 
channelled into fulfilling her missionary 
calling. She wanted to be a missionary 
overseas but because of her health,  
and constraints as a woman of her time,  
she was unable to fulfil this role. So,  
she became a missionary from her  
own home.  

At age 19, Pauline established a penny 
collection among her father’s employees: 
the first social missionary network. 
Supporters met in small groups of ten to 
donate pennies, pray and exchange news 
about ‘the missions’. In turn, they created  
more groups. This network became the 
Association for the Propagation of the 
Faith in 1822. It then spread throughout 
the world. 

Pauline realised that for people to pray for 
‘mission’ and support missionaries, they 
needed to know about the real challenges 
these missionaries were facing. What was  
it like to travel for months on a boat to the 
unknown? To become ill just after you 
stepped off the boat? To share Christ  
with those who had never heard of him?  
To adapt to very different languages  
and cultures?   

She instigated The Annals of the Propagation 
of the Faith – translated into many different 
languages, it was once the most widely read 
publication in the world. These are the 
origins of Mission Today – the very magazine 
you are reading!  

In 1936, the Mill Hill Missionaries combined 
their fundraising efforts with Missio’s APF 
through the Red Box. This partnership 
continues to this day. For Missio and the  
Mill Hill Missionaries, the Red Box fulfils 
Pauline’s vision.  

From Pauline’s foundations, Missio and the 
Mill Hill Missionaries continue to build a 
vibrant missionary family around the world. 
Thank you for helping us bring practical and 
spiritual help to those most in need. 

‘As fire penetrates and melts the hardest 
metals... so charity gives the power to do 
what is naturally impossible...’ 
— Pauline Jaricot

For more information about this 
inspiring lay missionary, please 
visit missio.org.uk/pauline

P

A young lay woman with remarkable faith



 Coming through crisis  
in the Philippines
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PROJECT UPDATE

our prayers and donations supported 
vital education programmes at the 

Nano Nagle Learning Centre: a community 
hub where children and adults study, train, 
celebrate their culture and understand their 
legal rights. When we first shared about the 
Badjao community, we had no idea the 
pandemic was about to hit. Sadly, COVID-19 
restrictions devastated the community, 
which depends heavily on tourism for 
income. Sr Victoria shared that many Badjao 
sell pearls for a living in various resorts. 
After lockdown, the resorts re-opened, but 
currently vendors are not permitted to 
enter, so many pearl vendors’ families  
have no income.  

With your support, the Sisters have helped 
this suffering community throughout the 
pandemic, delivering emergency food 
packs and other essentials to families in 
greatest need.  

As well as practical needs, Sr Victoria 
explains the other big challenge was fear: 

‘There was a fear of being infected and of 
dying. But this resulted in deaths, because 
they didn’t want to bring sick people to 
hospital. They were afraid if they went in, 
they’d get infected there. There was also 
fear because they don’t have the right 
information about COVID-19: its effect,  
how to prevent it; how to manage it  
when infected’. 

To combat this fear, the Nano Nagle Centre 
team runs information and training sessions, 
covering COVID-19 awareness, prevention, 
and a vaccination programme. The team  
trains youth and adult community leaders 
who in turn pass the information on to their 
families. Sr Victoria shared:  

‘This pandemic is not stopping us from 
doing good, especially for the children. We 
keep on moving forward. Please, continue  
to walk with us on our journey’.

You may remember the Badjao people from our 2020  
Christmas appeal. Our focus at the time was to support them  
and the Presentation Sisters, who serve their community,  
to bring education, healthcare and God’s love to people who  
have so often been shunned by society. 

Y
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Our hearts and prayers are with them,  
and with your continued support, we pray 
that 2022 will bring stability and growth.

Having witnessed the community’s 
struggles through COVID-19, we were  
very concerned when Typhoon Rai hit 
the Philippines just before Christmas. 
In January, they were still without 
power or water. The convent and  
community centre have been badly 
damaged, and some homes destroyed. 
They are working hard to ensure  
everyone has clean water and essentials 
while they repair the damage. 



Building a vibrant Church 
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Missio England and Wales has a long-standing relationship  
with five seminaries. These seminaries in Kenya, India, Malawi, 
Sri Lanka and Nigeria offer the opportunity to sponsor the 
training of a future Priest. When you sponsor a seminarian,  
you are building the Church of tomorrow, today.
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OUR FUTURE

Your support was even more important  
in 2021 as every one of our seminary 
partners suffered through government 
restrictions and closures, and struggled  
to make ends meet given the financial 
repercussions of the pandemic. Here are 
their updates on the challenges and 
joys they experienced: 
 
Christ the King Major Seminary, Kenya 

Once more we are grateful for the enormous 
support that we get from Missio England 
and Wales, both spiritually and financially.  
Please thank all our benefactors and assure 
them of our prayers. Be blessed also for 
your efforts in fundraising for us. 

In January, we opened the seminary so  
that students could study in small groups  
to help curb the spread of the virus.  
The government then imposed another 
lockdown, and we were forced to close 
prematurely. But since that time, we have 
been able to conclude the academic year 
that we lost in 2020. 

Not everything has been  dark – we have 
also rejoiced in this year. We celebrated the 
ordination of seven of our seminarians to 

the diaconate and now we are pleased to  
let you know that they are already Priests  
in various parishes in their dioceses. 

Another event that made us rejoice was  
on 1 November 2021 when we hosted the 
Apostolic Nuncio of Kenya and South 
Sudan, and the Archbishop of Nyeri. They 
presided over the ceremony of installing  
28 seminarians to the ministry of lectors 
and 38 to the ministry of acolytes.  

My hope for 2022 is that our people may  
be peaceful as it is an election year in our 
country. Also, that Christians may manifest 
their faith through acts of charity towards 
their neighbours and avoid violence by  
all means.  

Fr Peter, Rector

St John’s Regional Seminary, India 
In 2021, the seminarians returned to class  
in the month of January to continue 
formation. But in March, due to the increase 
in COVID-related deaths, the government 
imposed lockdowns and heavy restrictions 
in an attempt to overcome the pandemic. 
The seminarians were sent back to  
their respective dioceses, postponing  
their exams. 

The situation in our country was desperate. 
Many people were without work and 
experienced scarcity of food. There was a 
lot of migration and widespread poverty.   

The reopening of the new academic year 
was conducted online in June by the  

Bishop of Nellore and regular classes began 
virtually on the Zoom platform. It was really 
challenging to teach virtually. Most of the 
seminarians are from rural backgrounds and 
could not access internet facilities or attend 
the classes on their mobile phone. The 
government relaxed the regulations and  
the seminarians came back in batches by 
September to continue their formation. 

One joyful event was that 19 seminarians 
were ordained as Deacons on 14 December 
by the Archbishop of Visakhapatnam. 

The COVID-19 vaccination has provided 
hope for the people. The advent of  
different variants of the virus have made 
people fearful again, but the hope this year 
is that the Lord will end the pandemic and 
restore life to normal so we can continue  
His mission. 

Fr Marreddy, Rector 

Message from a student: I take this 
opportunity to express my heartfelt 
thanks to Missio for the immense 
support, both financial and spiritual, 
they have accorded me in my journey  
to priesthood – having an opportunity 
to have a sponsor is a rare gem. 

Yours in Christ, Br Stephen

Message from a student: I thank God 
that I have a sponsor who helps me and 
prays for me to become a Priest. I am  
grateful to you for helping me to meet 
the basic needs for my priestly studies, 
food and medicine. 

I feel that my sponsor is praying for  
me and for my priestly formation. The 
sponsor occupies the prominent place 
in priestly formation; my sponsor 
contributes time and energy even 
though you do not see me. You are 
always ready to extend a helping hand.  
And I feel the prayerful support of the 
sponsor who is ceaselessly praying for 
me. In India, being a multi-religious 
country, there is a lot of need for 
Priests to preach the Good News of 
Christ and carry on His mission. 

Br Akkuroda
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St Peter’s Major Seminary, Malawi 
Institutions were closed on several 
occasions, and this affected our normal 
school programme. And then, St Peter’s  
Major Seminary was nearly closed 
permanently due to financial constraints.    

We were blessed with seven new Deacons 
who were ordained in September. We also 
witnessed the priestly ordinations of 12 
young men, who were previously Deacons. 
This is a source of joy for us. 

This current year is giving us some  
hope – we may have several young men to 
be ordained Deacons in May 2022. They will 
strengthen the faith of the Christians here 
in Malawi, once they are ordained Priests.  

Fr Anthony, Rector 

Editor’s note: At the time of writing, we 
received information that the seminary had 
been attacked by a large group of men with 
weapons. A security guard received multiple 
injuries and items were stolen. 

Please keep this and all seminary communities 
in your prayers.   

 

Our Lady of Lanka National Seminary, 
Sri Lanka 
The Seminary was forced to close abruptly 
in May and the seminarians returned to their 
respective dioceses. 

The third wave of the pandemic has been of 
serious concern and challenge. The truth is 
crystal clear: the so-called rich nations and 
the so-called poor nations are all in the 
same boat trying to row to the shore. The 
elite and rich even within a nation are on the 
same level as the poorest of the poor. Those 
with luxurious accommodations are on the 
same level as those who have nowhere to 
lay their heads, and who may not even have  
a square meal a day. No doubt, the virus  
has indeed been a great leveller. 

The formation of future Priests has  
required innovative thinking. We have been 
attempting to move away from the usual, 

familiar comfort zones and protective 
supportive systems. All agents of  
formation should think in unison and  
with renewed commitment. 

With the bountiful grace of God, in 2021  
we had had 26 Ordinations in six dioceses.   

Our theme for 2022 is ‘We know that all  
things work together for good for those who 
love God and who are called according to  
his purpose’ (Rom 8:28). Besides confusion, 
uncertainty, pain, turmoil and tears, there 
can be many other ways in which the 
pandemic can bring a positive outlook and 
an opportunity to look through the eyes of 
faith. God is with us in this time of suffering 
and misery, and He will turn everything for 
our good. Let us have the patience to see  
all things work together for our benefit. 

Fr Expeditus, Rector 

Bigard Memorial Seminary, Nigeria 
Last year, the Seminary was thrown into 
difficulties stemming from the raging 
political agitations in the south-eastern part 
of Nigeria where our Seminary is located. 
From August, we experienced a sit-at-home 
protest every Monday which was initiated  
to demand the freedom of an incarcerated 
political leader. This weekly lockdown of 
social and economic activities affected the 
Seminary programme drastically.   

Message from a student: I want to 
become a Priest in order to spread the 
Good News to the whole world for the 
salvation of souls. I want to express my  
gratitude to my benefactors for all the 
material and spiritual support that they 
give me.  

I am very happy to have a sponsor who 
is praying for me. I promise to pray for 
my sponsor, and Missio England and  
Wales. The support that I am receiving 
means a lot to me. Without that support 
it would be very difficult for the 
seminary to take good care of me and 
my fellow seminarians. It would be good 
if more people could be found who 
would continue sponsoring the 
seminary in various ways. I promise to 
continue working hard in class.  

Br Amos

Message from a student: The Grace of  
our Lord, the Redeeming love of Christ 
and the Sanctifying gift of the Holy 
Spirit be with you! 

Everyone in this world cannot survive 
without support from another. From the 
beginning, God blessed and showered 
His bountiful grace on the wealthy to 
support and take care of the poor. 
Similarly, as benefactors of our seminary, 
sponsors are willingly supporting us 
financially and most importantly 
spiritually, as God intended for humanity.  

We, as seminarians, are delighted when 
we know that there is someone who 
always prays for each one of us.  

Sponsors are one among our extended 
family, bonded with love, compassion 
and care. As one family you pray for us, 
support us; and we too pray for you 
each day, for your family and health.  
Thus: ‘The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious to you; the Lord  
lift up his countenance upon you,  
and give you peace’ (Numbers  
6:24-26). 

Br Emerzan



Amidst these challenges we are grateful to 
God that we were able to have both Priestly 
and Diaconate ordinations: 46 students 
were ordained Deacons, and 79 students 
were ordained Priests. 

While we continue to recover from the 
difficulties and uncertainties occasioned by 
the pandemic, and the havoc wreaked by 
politics, we are optimistic that the year 
2022 will yield peaceful resolution of the 
current crisis raging in our society. We are 
getting used to the tension and constantly 
making necessary adjustments to cushion 
the effects of the disruptions we encounter. 

We also anticipate more serious security 
measures will be put in place by the 
government, even as we remain fervent  
in prayer for God’s protection in these  
very difficult days.  

The seminary community will continue to 
observe the necessary security measures 
and maintain her steadfastness in prayers. 
Again, the seminary continues to appeal to 
her benefactors for financial assistance to 
enable her to meet the sky-rocketing prices 
of basic food and necessities for survival. 
We equally hold high our confidence and 
hope in God; it is ‘in Him that we live, move 
and have our being’ (Acts 17:28). 

Fr Albert, Rector 
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Message from a student: The 
immensity of the help given to me and 
my brother-seminarians through Missio 
in our journey to the priesthood in this 
part of the world is immeasurable.  

The financial aid given to the seminary 
for my upkeep by Missio has in a great 
way eased the struggle for survival, as 
well as helped me to pay keener attention 
to my formation in the seminary.  

Missio supporters not only assist me 
and my fellow seminarians through 
financial aid to our seminary, they also 
give us the most important of all aids, 
their prayers. I have been strengthened 
by the knowledge that the predicaments 
I and my brothers are going through 
here in this part of the world have a 
gracious echo in the minds of my 
brothers and sisters who offer 
continuous prayers for our good 
through Missio.  

Br Agueze

To find out how you can sponsor the training of a future Priest, please  
turn to page 24. You can sponsor a seminarian individually, or as a family,  
a community or a parish project. 
When you sponsor a seminarian, you build the Church of tomorrow, today. 

For the complete updates, please visit missio.org.uk
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Fr Mathews is a Mill Hill Missionary living 
and working in Malaysia. Although  
COVID-19 has brought inevitable struggles, 
Fr Mathews tells us that lockdown has 
provided time for preserving and  
celebrating the history of the Mill Hill 
Missionaries – also known as St Joseph’s 
Missionary Society – in Borneo: 

In 2020 we were spared the direct effects 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Although 
movement was restricted and all Church 
activities suspended, our areas largely 
remained free of cases.  

Unfortunately, 2021 has been different. The cases started in January with a funeral vigil in 
one longhouse. From there, they spread like wildfire. Because of this, stricter movement 
controls have been brought in and the churches are still closed. Despite the many 
challenges, we have been doing our best to continue supporting the local community. 

Kanowit was the first mission station in Borneo and is rich in the history of the church   
in this area. For instance, Bawan church, an outstation of Kanowit Parish, is so significant  
in the history of the Mill Hill Missionaries – often referred to as a ‘gem in the jungle’! Built  
in 1898, it was the third church built in Borneo, after Kuching in 1891 and Kanowit in 1887.  

But while Kanowit and Kuching have long since been replaced with new buildings, the 
original Bawan Church remains standing. I think it must now be the oldest remaining 
church building in east Malaysia. Unfortunately, the old church building is now  
so dilapidated that it’s crying out for restoration. I have started to look for some local 
donations so that we do not lose this treasure.  

I am so glad and grateful that we can  
truly preserve the history of the Mill  
Hill Missionaries here, due to the impact 
we’ve had in sharing God’s love with  
these communities!  

I wish you all the best as we continue 
praying for each other. God Bless,

Letter from Malaysia
MISSION UPDATE

Fr Mathews MHM

To read more about Fr Mathews, please visit missio.org.uk



The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions 2022
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Please join Pope Francis and the  
whole Church in praying these monthly 
intentions, particularly on Fridays  
at 12:30pm

We pray for all those 
experiencing religious 
discrimination and 
persecution; may their rights 
and dignity, which originate 
from being brothers and 
sisters of the human 
family, be recognised.   

We pray for Religious 
Sisters and consecrated 
women, thanking them for 
their mission and their 
courage; may they 
continue to find new 
responses to the 
challenges of our times.  

We pray for Christians 
facing new bioethical 
challenges; may we 
continue to defend the 
dignity of all human  
life with our prayers  
and actions. 
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JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

We pray for the elderly, 
who represent the roots 
and memory of a people; 
may their experience and 
wisdom help young people 
to look towards the future 
with hope and a sense  
of responsibility.  

We pray for small and 
medium-sized businesses 
which have been heavily hit 
by economic and social 
crises; may they find ways 
to continue operating and 
serving their communities.  

We pray that the death 
penalty, which attacks the 
sanctity and dignity of the 
human person, be legally 
abolished in every country.   

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

We pray for the Church, 
ever faithful and 
courageous in preaching 
the Gospel; may it be a 
community of solidarity, 
fraternity and welcome, 
always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality.   

We pray for all children 
who suffer, those who are 
homeless, orphaned, or 
victims of war; may they 
have access to education 
and the opportunity to 
experience family affection.  

We pray for voluntary 
organisations and charities 
devoted to human 
development; may they 
engage people committed 
to the common good, and 
always look for new ways 
to improve cooperation.

OCTOBER NOVEMBER  DECEMBER

We pray for healthcare 
workers who serve the sick 
and the elderly, especially 
in the poorest countries; 
may they be adequately 
supported by governments 
and local communities.  

We pray for all young 
people called to live life to 
the full; may they, through 
Mary’s life, discover how to 
listen and discern deeply. 
May they also discover the 
courage that faith brings, 
and a commitment to serve.    

We pray for Christian 
families throughout the 
world; may they embody 
and experience 
unconditional love and 
grow in holiness in their 
daily lives. 

APRIL MAY  JUNE

Prayer is central to everything we do. 
Stay connected with us online for more 
prayers and reflections: 
missio.org.uk/pray

MissioUK Missio_UK@MissioUK



Building peace in Nigeria
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY UPDATE

pon receiving the news that you, 
through Missio, would be helping to  

fund the vital work of the Women’s 
Interfaith Council (WIC), Sr Veronica sent 
the following message:  

‘Wow! That’s great news for us – the funds 
will go a long way in helping our work. We 
will surely utilise the money in empowering 
some of the very poor women economically, 
especially the victims of violent conflict’.  

With your help, Sr Veronica has been able  
to reach out to more women who have been 
wounded physically and emotionally by 
brutal attacks in their villages.  

We shared the story of Rachel* whose  
7-year-old son had been murdered during  
a raid on the small village of Kajuru. 
Horrifically, Rachel’s left hand had been 
hacked off by a herdsman wielding a 
machete. We recently got news that the WIC 
was able to purchase prosthetic arms for 
Rachel and another survivor – Jem*.   

Sr Veronica wrote:  

‘Rachel and Jem collected their 
prosthetics with excitement and were 
grateful to Missio and the WIC. Jem said to 
me “Sister, l can now move around without 
covering my hand – thank you!” You can 
see how much this has affected their 
confidence – they feel great. We hope they 
will maintain them since they are very 
happy with them. 

‘Missio did its part of the project in 
“enhancing peaceful coexistence”. We still 
have two women that the project did not 
cover, we are hoping to get more funds  
for them’.  

We are also delighted to share that the  
WIC received the Aachen Peace Prize in 
November 2021. Daharatu Ahmed Aliyu and 
Elizabeth Abuk, who featured in our World 
Mission Sunday appeal, arrived in Germany 
from Nigeria to receive the award on behalf 

of the WIC. The prize is to honour people 
who work to create peace and understanding 
between different communities. 

‘We were so happy, we are still happy and 
will continue to be happy,’ Daharatu told 
reporters. ‘And now we are international 
superstars!’ laughed Elizabeth. 

Sr Veronica and her team continue to visit 
survivors of attacks, providing them with 
spiritual support and organising further 
skills training for women and young people. 
The WIC also offers support through their  
community, ensuring that women of all 
religions unite.  

News of the WIC’s progress is spreading, 
with other states in Nigeria contacting 
them for help to set up their own 
interreligious women’s councils. This  
could not have been achieved without  
your support – thank you!

To support the work of missionaries in 
Nigeria and around the world, please share 
what you can: missio.org.uk/donate

U

For World Mission Sunday in 2021, Missio focused on the  
work of Sister Veronica – a missionary leading the Women’s  
Interfaith Council (WIC) in Kaduna, Nigeria. This Council  
enables women of different faith associations to work  
together to build peace and stability in one of the most  
troubled regions of Africa. 

*Names have been changed to protect identities

Rachel with her new prosthetic arm 
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ope Francis has ushered in a new path 
for the Church, where we are all called  

to ‘journey together’ to evangelise. This 
journeying continues with a vision of the 
Church’s communications being both 
participatory and having a ‘bottom-up’ 
approach. Journeying together will not  
only demand a change in structures, but  
a renewal of attitudes and hearts.  

Saying is fine, doing is better. The call for a 
new freshness in mission, where there is no 
need to press the panic button. At the same 
time, we need to take on board that the 
status quo is not enough. The signs for 
‘business as usual’ need to be taken down. 

As I travel our Mill Hill world, I experience 
this journeying together with our 
missionaries. There is a determination to 
listen to the many voices, with the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. This has been especially 
important in the past few years, to ensure 
we are being receptive to the appeals for 
hope and peace of humanity, and to 
interpret the signs of our times. Our ‘genetic 
code’ as Mill Hill Missionaries drives us to 
come close, with simplicity, to those who 
suffer most: the sick, abandoned and poor 
people; children, elderly people... all.  

Last December, at the invitation of the local 
Church in the Diocese of Ngong in Kenya, 

P

Fr Michael Corcoran MHM, General Superior of St Joseph’s  
Missionary Society, reports on the latest news from the Mill  
Hill Missionaries:

MILL HILL NEWS

our Mill Hill Missionaries founded a new 
parish amongst the Maasai peoples. Its 
pastoral care has been entrusted to the Mill 
Hill Missionaries, fitting with our charism to 
go where the need is greatest.  

Jesus often surprises, but never 
disappoints, as we once again re-trace God’s 
walking stick amongst the Maasai people. 
Before we can do mission, we have to know 
the people and their culture. Respect for a 
person’s culture, language, and way of life 
helps in sharing the Gospel values.  

In South Sudan, the Church is a sign of 
peace and hope for the people, playing   
a leadership role in education and health 
provision to the population of the world’s 
youngest nation.  

These voices are amongst the voices on  
the margins. God is asking us to be at the 
periphery, at the edge. We are called to be 
missionary in the 21st century; encouraging 
a new fervour to evangelise and find 
happiness in our shared faith journey 
through freedom and creativity.  

Kindly pray for our missionaries, that they 
may continue to be a positive force amongst 
the peoples entrusted to their care.
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Journeying Together

For more Mill Hill news, please visit 
millhillmissionaries.com or follow them 
on Facebook: @MillHillMissionaries

Fr David Masiga MHM celebrates Mass in our new Ngong parish

10–18 March 2022  
St Joseph’s Missionary Society (Mill Hill 
Missionaries) is Britain’s own missionary 
society, founded by Cardinal Herbert 
Vaughan in 1866.  
Each year the Mill Hill community 
prepares for the feast day of St Joseph, 
our patron, with a special Novena of 
Masses and prayers. Prayer is the 
foundation of all mission work, both in  
this country and abroad. The Novena is  
a wonderful way for Red Box supporters 
to pray for each other and build links of 
prayer across the world for missionaries 
and the people they serve.  

You can join in at home by praying the  
daily Novena and prayer and/or by 
sending your petitions to us at 6 Colby 
Gardens, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7GZ. 

You can also join us online – Masses from 
St Joseph’s in Maidenhead will be held via 
Zoom: 7:30pm on weekdays, 10:00am 
Saturday 12 March, and 11:00am Sunday 
13 March. Simply visit the Mill Hill 
Missionaries’ website to access the link: 
millhillmissionaries.com/novena

National Novena to St Joseph

For more information or to request  
a petition slip, prayer booklet or 
newsletter, please email 
novenamhm@gmail.com

Fr Emmanuel Omollo MHM with parishioners in 
South Sudan



Missionaries killed 
in 2021
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Last year, 22 missionaries were killed worldwide: 13 Priests, 
one Religious man, two Religious women, and six lay people. 
They worked caring for people living in poverty, helping   
children, and supporting development and faith projects. 
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LIVES OF FAITH

Br Luigi Manganiello, 49, an 
Italian Brother, was violently 
murdered with a blunt object, 
thought to be a toilet tank lid,  

on 6 January. Thieves were stealing from 
the premises of the Venezuelan school 
where he taught. 

Fr John Gbakaan, 38, was 
kidnapped and executed with a 
machete on 15 January in Niger. 
He had been travelling to visit  

his mother when he was ambushed by  
armed men.                                                              

Fr Rodrigue Sanon was killed on 
19 January in Burkina Faso. He 
did not arrive at his meeting with 
a local Bishop and his lifeless 

body was found in a nearby forest on  
21 January.  

Fr Rene Bayang Regalado was 
shot and killed by unidentified 
armed men on 24 January in  
the Philippines. He was known as 

Paring Bukidnon or ‘mountain Priest’, as he 
often visited the most isolated communities.   

Fr Manuel Ubaldo Jáuregui Vega, 
36, a Colombian Xaverian 
missionary, was killed in Angola 
on 7 March. He had hit a 

motorcycle with his car in a car park.  
When the missionary got out to see the 
damage, he was stabbed with a knife by  
the owner of the motorcycle. 

Fr Gumersindo Cortés González, 63, 
disappeared on 27 March in Mexico and  
his lifeless body was found the next day. 
Police indicated his remains showed signs  
of violence and gunshot wounds.  

Fr Ferdinand Fanen Ngugban was killed  
by gunmen on the morning of 30 March  
in Nigeria. After celebrating Mass,  
Fr Ferdinand was preparing to leave when  
a riot broke out among the internally 
displaced refugees on the parish premises. 
Fr Ferdinand, who went to assist, was shot  
in the head. Six other people were killed 
with him.  

Nadia de Munari, 50, an Italian 
lay missionary, was brutally 
attacked with a machete while 
she was sleeping, and died from 

her injuries on 24 April in Peru. Nadia had 
been responsible for six nurseries and  
a primary school for 500 children. 

Omer Dalyom Dallet, 20, was killed by an 
exploding landmine that detonated under 
the car he was travelling in, on 5 May in the  
Central African Republic. Young Omer had 
asked Fr Arialdo Urbani to drive him to visit 
his sister in a nearby Mission hospital.  
Fr Urbani survived the blast.  

Fr Alphonsus Bello, 30, was 
killed on 20 May in Nigeria.  
A group of armed men stormed 
the parish and kidnapped him.  

Fr Bello’s dead body was found on 21 May.   

Alfred Ludo, 18,  
and Patrick Bo Reh, 
18, had been bringing 
food and humanitarian 

aid to displaced people fleeing conflict in 
Myanmar when they were killed. They were 
shot by snipers on 27 May. 

Fr Juan Antonio Orozco 
Alvarado, 33, was killed on  
12 June during a clash between 
armed gangs disputing territory 

in Mexico. That morning, as he was on this 
way to celebrate Mass, cartel members 
began to attack each other. Fr Alvarado  
was caught in the middle of the conflict.   

Simón Pedro Pérez López,  
an Indigenous Tzozil catechist in 
Mexico, was shot in the head and 
killed on 5 July by a stranger  

on a motorcycle.  

Fr Olivier Maire, 60, was 
murdered on 9 August in France. 
The perpetrator had been staying 
with the Montfortan community, 

awaiting trial for arson, after being released 
from a psychiatric hospital.  

Sr Mary Daniel Abut and Sr Regina Roba 
were killed during a road ambush in South 
Sudan on 16 August. Armed men blocked 
their bus with a car they had set on fire.  

Fr Joshephat Kasambula, 68, 
was killed on 18 August in 
Uganda. Allegedly the Priest 
disturbed a trespasser and was 

stabbed in the back with a blunt object.   

Fr José Guadalupe Popoca, 43, 
was found dead inside his church 
on the morning of 31 August in 
Mexico.  According to medical 

reports, the Priest was shot in the head. 

Fr André Sylvestre, 70, was shot by two 
young men on a motorcycle in Haiti, as he 
was leaving a bank on 6 September. The 
criminals appeared to be targeting him as 
he was carrying a wallet.  

Peter Bata, a catechist in South Sudan, was 
killed on 26 October during an assault by an 
armed group on the local Catholic parish. 

Fr Luke Adeleke, 38, was killed 
by a gang of armed men on his 
way home after celebrating Mass 
on Christmas Eve in Nigeria. He 

was driving alongside a forest when he was 
hit in the legs by bullets. The Priest 
managed to continue driving until he got to 
a hospital, but died from loss of blood.

All information is supplied by Fides, the Vatican-based news agency of Missio.

Please join us giving thanks for  
the work and witness of these, our 
sisters and brothers. May they  
rest in peace and rise in glory.  
Amen.
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A life of faith and kindness
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lorence Margaret Leake was a devoted 
Red Box holder and parishioner of  

St Cadoc’s in Cardiff. After her husband’s 
death, she lived independently in her own 
home until her death, aged 97, on  
15 February 2021. Here is a summary  
of the tribute her son, John, sent us: 

For as long as I remember, there had always 
been a Red Box in our home. During Lent, we 
were ‘encouraged’ to give up sweets and put 
our pocket money in the Red Box. Mum 
always put any loose change in the Box as it 
only ‘made her purse heavy’. She would bake 
cakes, organise bingo and tea dances, and 
entertain parishioners with comedy song and 
dance routines. All proceeds went equally to 
building our church and the Missions. 

As my brother and I grew up and eventually 
moved away from Cardiff, Mum remained in 
the family house and kept the Red Box by 
her table alongside her armchair. Whenever  
I drew her pension, she always asked for ‘any 
spare change’ to be put into the Red Box.  

As I empty the house, I have found many 
photos of Mum on pilgrimage to Lourdes, 
the Holy Land and Walsingham. And many 
more of her at her cake stall, dressed in an 
Easter bonnet, asking for parishioners and 
visitors to ‘buy a cake and save a life’.  

Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries were 
her nominated charity on her death and 
over £300 was raised in her memory. 

I do hope this snapshot of Mum (in Wales we 
say ‘Mam’) will give you an idea of a devout 
Catholic who loved her Lord, His Blessed 
Mother and the work of the missionaries in 
spreading the Gospel of the Lord. She lived 
a good life, and I am sure she is in Heaven. 

— John 
Editor: Thank you for sending us this tribute, 
John. Your mother was clearly a beautiful  
soul – may she rest in peace and rise in glory. 

The full tribute can be found on the Missio 
website: missio.org.uk/in-loving-memory-
florence-margaret-leake  

FATHER PETER FROM YOU

A Mother’s words 

ack in March 2019 there was a 
terrorist attack in New Zealand 

where a gunman killed 51 Muslims 
outside a mosque and injured many 
others. In the court proceedings, he 
showed no remorse or contrition and 
firmly committed to his actions and 
ideology of white supremacy. He was 
described in social media, and by other 
people, as a ‘monster’ and as ‘the 
embodiment of evil’.  

The only time he showed any emotion or 
humanity was when, in one of the court 
proceedings, the Muslim mother of one of 
his victims came face-to-face with him, 
looked at him directly and said to him ‘I 
forgive you; I do not have hatred... I do not 
have revenge’. Whereupon his eyes filled 
up and a tear trickled down his cheek.             

Jesus looked on Peter with forgiveness 
and compassion after Peter had denied 
him and that look brought Peter to tears. 
Similarly, that direct look, and indeed the 
words of forgiveness from that mother, 
brought the gunman to tears also. 

The tears of Peter led him to repentance 
and new life. Maybe the tears of the 
gunman will lead him eventually to 
repentance also.  

No one, no matter how depraved or evil 
their behaviour might be, is beyond 
redemption! 

B

You can write to Fr Peter at: 
41 Victoria Road, Formby,  
Liverpool L37 1LW

Father Peter We love to hear your news and receive your 
comments, so please continue to get in touch:   
The Editor, Mission Today,  
23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU 
or email: info@missio.org.uk

Our online Book of Remembrance  
includes the names of people who have 
supported Missio and the Mill Hill 
Missionaries in the past. You can find the 
Book of Remembrance on our website: 
missio.org.uk/book-of-remembrance  
 
All living and deceased supporters of  
Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries are 
remembered at Mass in our chapels. Mill Hill 
Priests offer Mass for deceased members  
in November, and they are remembered  
at Mass every Sunday and in their Daily 
Office. The actual Books of Remembrance 
are held in the Missio chapel in London,  
and in Freshfield.  

If you would like to give in remembrance of  
a relative or loved one, you can do so by 
visiting missio.org.uk/donate   

You can opt to pass on their name by  
ticking the ‘gift in memory of a loved one’ 
option, which will then be recorded in our  
Book of Remembrance.  

‘Whoever lives and believes  
in me will never die.’  
John 11:26 

F

In Remembrance



Tomorrow’s generation 
of Priests and Sisters

Mission Today  Spring 202224

Missio ignites God’s love by helping missionaries to work 
alongside communities globally that are poor or in need,  
regardless of their background or belief. Together with our 
supporters, we play a vital part in creating a vibrant  
Catholic Church for the future.

TOMORROW’S CHURCH

n many mission dioceses there are 
increasing numbers of students for the 

Priesthood and Religious life. Because their  
communities are poor, they must undertake 
their training with very basic facilities and 
scarce resources. 

Missio is the only funding organisation in 
the Church which guarantees a place for all 
who are accepted for formation in mission 
dioceses. This is a unique role the Pope  
has given to Missio. 

Through Missio you can continue to share 
the gift of faith with others and ensure 
that no one who has a religious vocation to 
serve the Church is turned away through 
lack of money. 

In mission dioceses it costs at least £700 a 
year to train a student for the priesthood. 

The local bishops, parishes and families 
manage to collectively raise £200 annually 
for each student, but it simply is not enough. 

Could you give £1.37 a day to help them? 

If you, or your parish group, can commit £42 
a month (£500 per year) for four years, you 

can ensure that board and lodging, building 
maintenance, support staff and library 
books for one seminarian are paid. If you 
wish, you will be told the name of your 
student so that you can hold him in prayer, 
as he will you. 

Any gift you can make to Missio for the 
training of future Priests will make a real 
difference to our Church family overseas.

Build a vibrant Catholic 
Church for the future
Remember Missio in your Will
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or generations, people like you have 
been sharing their blessings by helping 

missionaries serve in communities overseas 
that are struggling through conflict, 
poverty, and crises. 

As the Pope’s charity for world mission, 
Missio follows Christ’s example by enabling 
the Church to reach out to everyone, 
regardless of background or belief.  

When you choose to remember Missio in 
your Will, you support Churches that are  
too new, young or poor to flourish and grow. 
Your gift will transform lives by listening  
to local needs.  

Small and large gifts add up to: 

• build chapels, schools and orphanages, 
and help run health clinics 

• build more classrooms or dormitories  
so that more young men can train for  
the Priesthood  

• help Sisters share God’s love with the 
poorest children, by educating them, 
keeping them healthy and giving them  
a safe home 

Now, more than ever, we depend on the 
support and care of Catholics like you:  
to build on the legacy of missionaries who 
have poured their hearts and souls into 
communities they serve; to pass on the  
gift of faith to future generations; and to 
share the love of God with those in  
greatest need around the world. 

F

For more information about how you 
can support the training of a future 
Priest, please call 020 7821 9755, 
email info@missio.org.uk, visit 
missio.org.uk or complete the form  
on the back page and return it to us.

Will you consider leaving a gift in your Will to Missio? To receive simple information 
on how to remember Missio in your Will or to speak to someone (in confidence  
and with no obligation) please call Angelica on 020 7821 9755 or email: 
legacy@missio.org.uk 

You can also visit missio.org.uk/legacies or complete the form overleaf, ticking  
the box on the back page. 

I

Denis, a seminarian in Cameroon 
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How you can make a donation:  

Send a cheque: Make it payable to  
Missio-Mill Hill and post it to Red Box,  
23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU 

Give online: Go to missio.org.uk/redbox  
 

Give via text: Text REDBOX 5 (to donate £5) 
or REDBOX 10 (to donate £10) to 70085 
This costs £5 or £10 plus your standard rate message 

Give via phone: Call us on 020 7821 9755 
during office hours to donate with your credit 
or debit card 

Bank transfer:  
Account Name: Missio 
Sort Code: 16-00-16 
Account Number: 10824230 
Reference: RB + your postcode

If it is not possible for your Red Box to be 
collected or for you to take it to church, 
here are ways to ‘think outside the Box’. 
Below you will find how you can send us your  
Red Box money today, so that together we can reach  
missionaries and communities who need our help 
as soon as possible.

Thank you!

Let’s think outside the Box!

Mission Today is the magazine  
for supporters of Missio and the  
Mill Hill Missionaries.  
Published by Missio © 2022 
ISSN 0967-8379 
Missio continues the vital work of 
The Association for the Propagation 
of the Faith (APF) and the other  
Pontifical Mission Societies.   
  
Mission Today is printed on paper 
from renewable resources – managed 
forests in which new trees are 
planted for each one felled.
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Please fill in the form below and return it in the  freepost envelope attached 
(Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU)

Your details (PLEASE PRINT)                   *Required fields 
Title* 
First Name* Surname*  
Address* 

Postcode* 
Tel Parish 
Email 
 

        Please send me the monthly Missio eNewsletter (provide email address above)  
  
To donate via card 
I would like to pay by:           Visa/Mastercard            Maestro/Delta/Visa            CAF Charity Card 

Name on card (PLEASE PRINT)* 

Card No* 

Issue No  Start date                     Expiry date* 

        Please tick if you do not require a receipt

/ /
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I would like                           (please state number) Mass/es offered for the following intentions  
(please use a separate sheet if necessary):  
 
Intentions: 

 
I enclose £                           (the recommended offering is £10 or more per Mass; please make 
cheques payable to Missio Mass a/c or see above to pay by card) 

Please tick if you do not require a receipt 

If you would like to receive a Mass Card, please contact us on 020 7821 9755

Masses

I enclose a donation of £                           (please make cheques/postal orders payable  
to Missio-Mill Hill) 

I enclose a donation of £                           towards the training of future Priests and Sisters  
(please make cheques/postal orders payable to Missio) 

You can also give online at missio.org.uk or call us on 020 7821 9755 (office hours)  
or donate via Credit Card (please call to set up a Direct Debit)  

I would like to become a volunteer for Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries in my parish 

Please tick if you do not require a receipt

Please complete the Gift Aid section overleaf, if possible



We love sharing with you about how your support is making  
a difference, and about our latest projects and appeals. If you 
are new to Missio and do not want us to write to you by post, 
or if we write to you currently and you would like us to stop, 
get in touch at info@missio.org.uk or 020 7821 9755.  
Missio will never share your details for marketing.  
For details, see missio.org.uk/privacy. If you would like  
to receive news of progress or updates from Missio 
electronically, please visit missio.org.uk/missio-enewsletter
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Please complete your details overleaf  
and return the entire page to Missio in the 
freepost envelope attached

Tick here to receive your guide to making a Will  
and our free Will writing service

Build a vibrant Catholic Church  
for the future

Tick here to receive information about sponsoring  
the training of a future Priest

Sponsor the training of a future 
Priest

Gift Aid

       This box must be ticked for Gift Aid to be claimed.   
I want Missio to treat all donations I have made for this tax year 
and all donations I make in the future as Gift Aid donations until I 
notify Missio otherwise. I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in the tax 
year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I will notify Missio 
if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or home 
address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on my Income and/or 
Capital Gains Tax. 
 
 
Print Name  
 
Date

Please tick and date and we will receive 25p  
for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to you.
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