
Sunday 24 October 2021

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-9 
God is faithful. Israel has been punished and scattered among the Nations, but God is 
faithful. He will bring his people back and establish with them, and for them, a new 
covenant, a new relationship. God is faithful and will, himself, lead the people back to this 
new relationship. This passage from Jeremiah is taken from the section of the Book of 
Consolation, reminiscent of the other major prophet, Isaiah. In proclaiming the Good 
News, we must never forget that it is Good News of God’s love, compassion and 
consolation for his people. 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6  
Jesus is not a high priest. He is the High Priest. The prophets of Israel proclaim a new 
covenant, a new relationship. This is not merely a readjustment of the old covenant,  
not new and improved, it is transformed. Jesus is not a new High priest connected to  
the Temple where he will offer ‘better’ sacrifices. Jesus is the High Priest who offers  
the sacrifice, Jesus is the Altar of Sacrifice, and Jesus is the Lamb of Sacrifice. 
‘Temple sacrifice’ no longer has any meaning or purpose. Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross 
has superseded all other sacrifice.   

Gospel: Mark 10:46-52   
Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, and the apostles James and John have asked to sit at  
his right and left when he enters into his glory. Their request has been denied because 
Jesus ‘did not come to be served, but to serve’. As the group enter Jericho, Jesus has an 
opportunity to show the apostles what this means. He is confronted by a blind man 
Bartimaeus, and he heals him. Bartimaeus’ response to this action is simple and clear:  
he follows Christ.   
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Homily Notes 

 
The theme of this year’s World Mission Sunday is a quote from the Acts of the Apostles, 
which is the ‘Book of Mission’. Pope Francis has chosen the text, ‘We cannot but speak 
about what we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20). 
Mission is sharing the faith that gives us life. Faith not in the sense of a list of beliefs and 
practices, but rather a relationship with Christ that gives life, life in abundance. 
In his introduction to his encyclical ‘God is Love’ Pope Benedict XVI states that ‘Being a 
Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an 
event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction’.  
We see this movement or experience, clearly in our Gospel story today. Jesus and the 
disciples are on route to Jerusalem and enter the town of Jericho. Here, they are 
confronted by a blind man: Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus cannot see, and often in Scripture, 
especially in John’s Gospel, blindness is not just an inability to see, but an inability to see 
the truth; that Jesus is Lord. 
Bartimaeus has heard that Jesus, the mighty prophet and miracle worker, is in town. He 
knows in his heart that Jesus can heal him. But will Jesus want too? Will Jesus care? Will 
Jesus even notice him? So, he cries out to get attention and although the crowd want him 
to be quiet, he cries even louder: ‘Have mercy on me!’  
It is interesting that Bartimaeus does not cry out for healing, he just wants Jesus to be 
merciful to him. He knows that his life will be better if only Jesus notices him, which of 
course Jesus does. The prophet Jeremiah tells us in the first reading that God will lead his 
people back to wholeness, and this is what Jesus does for Bartimaeus.  
Bartimaeus’ blindness made him totally dependent on others for many of his needs. He is 
now free to try and live the life he wishes. Because he has been healed by Jesus, his life 
now has a new horizon and a decisive direction.  
When he is healed, he follows the Lord. Because of his encounter with Jesus, and the 
healing mercy he has received, Bartimaeus follows the Lord on the road to Jerusalem to 
take part in the proclamation of God’s reign of mercy and compassion.  
Being a disciple of Jesus is always to be a missionary since ‘We cannot but speak about 
what we have seen and heard’. Bartimaeus wants to share the faith; the encounter with 
Christ that gave him life. 
Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday this year reminds us that ‘The pandemic  
has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty and the 
injustices experienced by so many people. It has unmasked our false sense of security 
and revealed the brokenness and polarization quietly growing in our midst. Those who 
are most frail and vulnerable have come to feel even more so. We have experienced 
discouragement, disillusionment and fatigue; nor have we been immune from a growing 
negativity that stifles hope. For our part, however, “we do not proclaim ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor 4:5)’.  
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The human family, like Bartimaeus, is in need of a healing encounter with Christ. As the 
Holy Father reminds us ‘there is urgent need for the mission of compassion… for 
building “a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time, our energy and 
our resources”’.  
As disciples of Christ, we are called to live this and to share with our sisters and  
brothers – locally, nationally, and internationally - the compassion that Christ showed  
to Bartimaeus, the compassion that our broken world needs. 
We, who are disciples are also missionaries and ‘we cannot but speak about what we 
have seen and heard’.  
By Fr Kevin Hughes, a Mill Hill Missionary and Red Box Appealer 
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 

Celebrant: On this day focused on the proclamation of the Good News to the world, we your 
priestly people pray for our needs, the needs of our community and the needs of our world. 
• For Francis, our Pope, and … our Bishop, that the Lord will strengthen them in faith  

as they show the compassion of Christ to the world. 
• For all missionaries, men and women dedicated to sharing the Gospel of Jesus with 

those who have not yet received it: may they be given the courage to persevere in 
their mission. 

• For those who have not yet received the Good News of Jesus Christ: may we obey  
his call to go forth to reach all those in need of the compassion of Christ. 

• We pray that every baptised person may be engaged in evangelisation, available to 
the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has the flavour of the Gospel. 

• For all who support the missionary efforts of the Church throughout the world:  
may they continue to share the missionary spirit of our Christian faith. 

• For those who are suffering, grieving, and anxious: help us to strive together as  
a family of many nations to help those in greatest need. 

Celebrant: Father of Mercies, hear the prayers of the family which you have gathered,  
and in your mercy and love answer them. We ask this as we ask all our prayers through Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.
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May Mary, the first missionary disciple, increase in all the baptised the desire to be salt  
and light in our lands  

Pope Francis' Message for World Mission Sunday 2021

Intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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