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World Mission Sunday

The National Director writes
Dear friends,
The theme that Pope Francis has chosen for
this year’s World Mission Sunday is ‘We
cannot but speak about what we have seen
and heard’, words spoken by St John and
St Peter in the Acts of the Apostles (4:20).
This challenges us to commit ourselves –
mind, body, and soul – to sharing with
others how our relationship with the Risen
Lord enlivens, guides, and redeems us,
leading us to eternal life. This forms the
backbone of all missionary work.
For World Mission Sunday this year, we will
be focusing on the work of the Church in
Nigeria: a country threatened by conflict
and political instability, along with
economic and social injustice. It is a
country where religious affiliation is being
used in a self-seeking struggle for power.
Violence is used to terrorise, destroy,
maim, and kill for political ends.
The Women’s Interfaith Council was
established in northern Nigeria to work for
peace and reconciliation. Sister Veronica
(see front cover) leads the Council and
works tirelessly to bring healing and peace
to those who are suffering.

Such challenges need plenty of ongoing
support and encouragement. In the ministry
of people like Sr Veronica, the Church is
once again at the forefront of trying to bring
harmony to a divided people. Our support of
the Church across the world, especially in
places of despair and desperation, is making
a difference with the help of God.
Read more on page 12.
Our prayers that God will bring
reconciliation and forgiveness to the
good people of Nigeria, and our charitable
donations to support the Church’s ministry
of bringing people together in the Lord,
fulfil our call to mission.
We are reminded by the Holy Father in his
letter for World Mission Sunday that ‘to be
on mission is to be willing to think as
Christ does, to believe with him that those
around us are also my brothers and sisters.
May his compassionate love touch our
hearts and make us all true
missionary disciples’.
Yours sincerely in Christ,

Fr Anthony Chantry,
Missio National Director

See missio.org.uk/pray for the Pope's monthly prayer intentions
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WHAT IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY?

World Mission Sunday:
24 October 2021
Every Catholic community, in every country, sends a powerful
message of faith, hope and love on World Mission Sunday
What is World Mission Sunday? It is one of
three annual Papal collections when the
entire global Church comes together
to support mission. All worldwide Mass
collections and every single donation
supports churches, hospitals, schools and
vocations in countries where the Church
is new, young or poor.
Where does it take place? World Mission
Sunday Masses take place in every single
Catholic parish in the world. Through our
prayers, we support missionaries
everywhere in spreading the Good News.
And by donating, we respond to Christ’s
call to tell everyone the Good News that
God loves them.
Why is it important? World Mission Sunday
is vital to the growth of the Church and the
spread of the Gospel in predominately
impoverished and remote areas overseas.
It offers the financial assistance needed to
help struggling communities survive, and
ultimately flourish, through the work of
dedicated missionaries.
Who organises it? Missio is responsible
for World Mission Sunday through the
international network of the Pontifical
Mission Societies. Missio is proud to be the
Pope’s charity for world mission and works
with the global Missio family to bring the

Church together in compassion and
communion. We provide mission dioceses
with the essential support they need to
become self-sufficient: local church directly
helping local church!
What happens to my donation? Your donations
build much-needed infrastructure, from
chapels and schools, to orphanages, clinics
and dispensaries. Requested by the local
community, the support from Missio
transforms lives. It creates
a hub from which the young
Church can spread the
Good News of the
Gospel, minister
to the faithful,
and deliver
essential
services
in health and
education.

Today. Tomorrow. Together.
Thank you for helping us support
churches, hospitals, schools and
vocations around the world.
On pages 12-15 you will read about the
difference you can make in 2021.

missio.org.uk
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OCTOBER 2021 REFLECTIONS

Daily
reflections
Prayer is the heart of mission.
When we pray together, we
share in God’s love and are
inspired to make the world a
better place. We hope these
reflections inspire you to
pray for, and take part in,
the mission of Jesus to share
God’s love throughout
the world.

Saturday 2 October
The Holy Guardian Angels
Anyone who welcomes a little
child like this in my name
welcomes me. See that you
never despise any of these little
ones, for I tell you that their
angels in heaven are continually
in the presence of my Father
in heaven.
Matthew 18:5,10

Sunday 3 October
Friday 1 October
I know that true charity consists
in bearing all our neighbours’
defects, not being surprised at
their weakness, but edified at
their smallest virtues.
St Thérèse of the Child Jesus,
patron of mission
4
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Let us pray for young people
who are preparing for marriage
with the support of a Christian
community: may they grow
in love, with generosity,
faithfulness, and patience.
Because a great deal of
patience is necessary in order
to love.
Pope Francis, The Beauty of Marriage
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Monday 4 October
St Francis of Assisi
We must not lose our ability to
listen. St Francis heard the voice
of God, he heard the voice of the
poor, he heard the voice of the
infirm, and he heard the voice of
nature. He made of them a way
of life. My desire is that the seed
that St Francis planted may
grow in the hearts of many.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 48

Wednesday 6 October
‘Do not let us fall into
temptation’: I am the one who
falls. It is not God pushing us
into temptation to then see how
we have fallen. It is Satan who
leads us into temptation – that
is his department.
Pope Francis on the Pater Noster

Thursday 7 October
Our Lady of the Rosary
We pray for the people of all
nations: that those who are
oppressed, persecuted and live
in fear may be safe and feel the
comfort of God’s presence. May
the Church heal wounds, build
bridges, and bring the hope,
love, and peace of Christ to all
those who suffer.

Tuesday 5 October

Missio’s Mission Rosary

There are three ways of
performing an act of mercy: the
merciful word, by forgiving, and
by comforting; secondly, if you
can offer no word, then pray, for
that too is mercy; and thirdly,
deeds of mercy. And when the
Last Day comes, we shall be
judged on this.
St Faustina Kowalska
missio.org.uk
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Friday 8 October

Sunday 10 October

Every kingdom divided against
itself is heading for ruin, and a
house divided against itself
collapses. Those who are not
with me are against me.
Luke 11:17, 23

Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei

Saturday 9 October
God created me to do him some
particular service. He has given
some work to me that he has
not given to another. I have my
mission. I shall do good.
St John Henry Newman
You can find the Holy Father’s monthly
prayer intentions on our website:
missio.org.uk/pray
Please follow us on social media:
MissioUK
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Teach us to see all things with
the eyes of Jesus, that he may
be light for our path. And may
this light of faith always
increase in us, until the dawn of
that undying day which is Christ
himself, your Son, our Lord!

Missio_UK

Monday 11 October
Every believer in this world of
ours must be a spark of light,
a centre of love, a life-giving
leaven amidst their fellow
human beings. And they will
be this all the more perfectly,
the more closely they live in
communion with God in the
intimacy of their own soul.
St John XXIII, Pacem in Terris
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Tuesday 12 October
Let us dream together,
fearlessly, as a single human
family, as fellow travellers, as
children of the same earth that
is our common home... sisters
and brothers all.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 8

Thursday 14 October
The joys and hopes, the grief
and anguish of the people of our
time, especially of those who
are poor or afflicted, are the
joys and hopes, the grief and
anguish of the followers of
Christ as well. Nothing that is
genuinely human fails to find
an echo in their hearts.
Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, 1

Friday 15 October

Goodness, together with love,
justice and solidarity, are not
achieved once and for all; they
have to be realised each day.

May you trust God that you are
exactly where you are meant
to be. May you not forget the
infinite possibilities that are
born of faith. May you use those
gifts that you have received,
and pass on the love that has
been given to you. May you be
content knowing you are a
child of God.

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 11

St Teresa of Avila

Wednesday 13 October

missio.org.uk
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Monday 18 October
So it is written that the Christ
would suffer and on the third
day rise from the dead, and that,
in his name, repentance for the
forgiveness of sins would be
preached to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.
You are witnesses to this.
Luke 24:46-48

Saturday 16 October
Cling to God and leave all the
rest to him: he will not let you
perish. Your soul is very dear
to him. He wishes to save it.
St Margaret Mary Alacoque

Sunday 17 October
For leadership there is only one
road: service. There is no other
way. If you have many qualities,
but you are not a servant, your
leadership will fail. It is useless.
It has not power to gather
people together. Leadership
must enter into service, but with
a personal love for the people.
Pope Francis
8
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Tuesday 19 October
We need to communicate with
each other, to discover the
gifts of each person, to promote
that which unites us, and to
regard our differences as an
opportunity to grow in
mutual respect.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 134
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Wednesday 20 October
To be on mission is to be willing
to think as Christ does, to
believe with him that those
around us are also my brothers
and sisters. May his
compassionate love touch
our hearts and make us all
true missionary disciples.

Friday 22 October
For missionary activity renews
the Church, revitalises faith and
Christian identity, and offers
fresh enthusiasm and new
incentive. Faith is strengthened
when it is given to others!
St John Paul II, Redemptoris
Missio, 2

Pope Francis

Thursday 21 October

Saturday 23 October

St Joseph’s attitude encourages
us to accept and welcome
others as they are, without
exception, and show special
concern for the weak. Perhaps
Joseph inspired the parable
of the prodigal son and the
merciful father.

The majority of people living
on our planet profess to be
believers. This should spur
religions to dialogue among
themselves for the sake of
protecting nature, defending
the poor, and building networks
of respect and fraternity.

Pope Francis, Patris Corde

Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, 201
missio.org.uk
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Sunday 24 October
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
‘We cannot but speak about
what we have seen and heard’
Acts 4:20

Jesus Christ has triumphed
over sin and death and is
now almighty. Jesus Christ
truly lives.
Pope Francis, Evangelii
Gaudium, 275

Monday 25 October
Why mission? Because to us, as
to St Paul, ‘this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ’
(Eph 3:8). Newness of life in him
is the ‘Good News’ for men and
women of every age: all are
called to it and destined for it.
St John Paul II, Redemptoris
Missio, 11

Tuesday 26 October
If only we might rediscover once
and for all that we need one
another, and that in this way our
human family can experience a
rebirth, with all its faces, all its
hands and all its voices, beyond
the walls that we have erected.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 35
10
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Your prayers and your donations on
World Mission Sunday support our
Church family overseas through:
Faith and Outreach Projects
which restore the dignity and
hope of vulnerable children and
families in need of your care
Supporting Catholic Missionaries
who give their lives to share
God’s mercy and compassion
with those most in need
Building New Churches to be
beacons of hope for those
seeking a place to pray and to
celebrate God’s love for us
For more information, visit
missio.org.uk/wms
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Wednesday 27 October
Each one of us is called to be an
artisan of peace, by uniting and
not dividing, extinguishing hatred
and not holding on to it, by
opening paths of dialogue and
not by constructing new walls.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 284

Saturday 30 October
May our hearts be open to all the
peoples and nations of the earth.
May we recognise the goodness
and beauty that you have sown
in each of us, and thus forge
bonds of unity, common
projects, and shared dreams.
Prayer from Fratelli Tutti

Thursday 28 October

Sunday 31 October

Ss Simon and Jude, Apostles

Solemnity of All Saints

But you, beloved, must build
yourselves in the love of God
looking forward to the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ for
eternal life.

Bless each act of welcome and
outreach that draws those in
exile into the ‘we’ of community
and of the Church, so that our
earth may truly become what
you yourself created it to be:
the common home of all our
brothers and sisters.

Letter of Jude 1:20-21

Friday 29 October

Pope Francis

There is no end to the building
of a country’s social peace;
rather, it is an open-ended
endeavour, a never-ending task
that demands the commitment
of everyone, and challenges us
to work tirelessly to build the
unity of the nation.
Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 232

missio.org.uk
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021

Building peace
in Nigeria
‘We cannot but speak about what
we have seen and heard’
Acts 4:20

Waves of intense violence continue to rock communities in
Nigeria. Fatalities, mutilation, displacement of people and
destruction of property have become devastatingly
commonplace. While the reasons for the conflict are historical,
political and very complex, much of the brutality is due to a
lack of resources: access to land, grazing rights and poverty.

A

ccording to the media, Boko Haram
insurgents and militant Fulani
herdsmen are responsible for the majority
of the aggression. And sadly, religion has
often been manipulated by those in power
to encourage division and mistrust.

free from suspicion, the Women’s Interfaith
Council was established in Kaduna, northern
Nigeria, by the Sisters of Our Lady of
Apostles in 2010.

The aim of the Women’s Interfaith Council
is to enable women of faith associations to
Archbishop Ignatius Kaigama explains
work together to build peace and stability
further: ‘The uneasy relationship Christians in Kaduna, and Nigeria as a whole. To do
and Muslims had elsewhere, before their
this, issues of concern to women must be
arrival in Nigeria, influenced the competitive addressed, with the primary focus on
spirit, inexplicable tension, suspicious and
conflict resolution, poverty, insecurity
sometimes hostile relationship between
and vulnerability.
them. Ever since these two religions met
Sister Veronica, a former educator, has been
in Nigeria, the struggle has often been
leading the Women’s Interfaith Council
for increased membership, territorial
since 2019. When asked for her views on
expansion or the use of religion to gain
the violence in her homeland, she shared:
political capital’.
‘Religion has been manipulated over the
In an effort to quell the tension and create
years by some religious and political leaders
a peaceful and harmonious environment,
who use extreme religious ideologies and
12
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views as a means of division and to justify
their political ambition and economic
gains… It is time to count on what unites
us, rather than what divides us’.
With the support of the international Missio
family, the Women’s Interfaith Council
engages in numerous programmes,
activities and training workshops. Some of
these include interfaith dialogue for youth
through sports, community engagement,
trauma counselling, annual solidarity
interfaith prayers and radio programmes,
such as Listen and Let Her Voice be
Heard, which creates awareness around
the challenges of girls and women in
society today.

children, create that peaceful environment
and teach them how to relate with others
without violence’, explains Sr Veronica.
One of their most successful ventures
has been skills training programmes to
empower women and young people
financially, so that they are able to
contribute economically to their
communities and families. This
programme also encourages the bonds
of friendship and aims to build trust.

‘In African culture women are pushed
behind. They are not involved in decision
making, so we ensure that women are
involved. When you get women who
understand the importance of peace in
society, we are able to achieve much.
We have a saying: when you train a woman,
you train a nation. Women bring up their
missio.org.uk
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021

Sr Veronica shares enthusiastically: ‘We
organised training in soap making and bead
embroidery. We carry out our activities in a
Muslim community and Christians come to
the Muslim community. Then we carry some
out in the Christian community and Muslims
come there too… We bring them together
as women and build peace. Every religion
talks about love, there is no religion that
talks about war’.
One Christian woman who has been
personally affected by the conflict is
23-year-old Rachel* (above) from the small
village of Kajuru. In the early hours of March
2019, she heard shouts that there was an
attack; some men had sticks, some were
holding machetes and some had guns.
When she heard the shouting, she took her
4-year-old daughter, Peace, and tried to
14
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reach her 7-year-old child, but he had
already started to run. She tried to follow
him but was blocked by two people.
Rachel heard the gun shots that killed her
son. Then she and her small daughter
were attacked.
Rachel fainted and when she woke up, she
discovered that she had deep wounds and
that her left hand was gone, but her
daughter was alive. She later found out her
mother – who was blind – had run into the
men and was also killed. She had not known
which way to run.
Homes were set ablaze and loved ones
were lost forever.
The attack was allegedly carried out by
around 300 Fulani herdsmen. Rachel is
unable to comprehend why they attacked.
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She says ‘If I recall what happened I find it
very difficult to breathe… When thinking
about those who killed my son, if they are
still alive, I pray for them: “May God forgive
them because they don’t know what they
have done”’.
Understandably Rachel continues to feel
considerable hurt and anger towards the
perpetrators of this brutality. But through
her faith, and the support of Sr Veronica
and the Women’s Interfaith Council, Rachel
believes that the only way to heal is to
forgive, as Jesus did.
Hajiya (front cover) is the General
Coordinator of the Women's Interfaith
Council, which supports all women in crisis:
‘I encourage all people, both Christians and
Muslims… that whenever something happens
to any one of us, we show concern and love.
‘There is no religion, not Christianity or
Islam, that supports anybody dehumanising
another one, or instigating problems, or
demeaning somebody else, or trying to
prevent somebody from their worship...
We are all one family under one God, only
that our means of reaching to the Lord
are different’.

this compassionate love’. When we stand
together in harmony with one another and
share our resources, hope is renewed.
Pope Francis also expresses how God’s love
can move hearts embittered by sorrow:
‘With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and
experienced that things can be different’.
God wants a life of hope, peace and
harmony for all his children and continues
to seek those who will bear witness to his
love, mercy and forgiveness.
Missio empowers the Catholic Church
globally, showing the love of Christ to
everyone, and especially to those in
need. Your donations keep health
clinics and schools open, train
tomorrow’s generation of Priests and
Sisters, and create a vibrant Catholic
Church for the future.

Sr Veronica is just one example of many
selfless missionaries who live and work
amongst some of the most vulnerable
communities in the world. Your generosity
and prayers on World Mission Sunday
mean that people like Sr Veronica can
keep loving, serving and sharing God’s
peace with others.
In his message for World Mission Sunday,
the Holy Father says that ‘Once we
experience the power of God’s love, we
cannot help but proclaim and share what we
have seen and heard… No one is excluded,
no one need feel distant or removed from

Share God’s peace this World
Mission Sunday by reaching out
in faith to those in need
*Rachel’s name has been changed to protect her identity

missio.org.uk
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2020 WORLD MISSION SUNDAY UPDATE

We are all called to
share God’s love
‘Here I am, send me!’
Isaiah 6:8

In 2020 we experienced a year like no other. Despite the
challenges, we celebrated World Mission Sunday and focused
on the work of Sr Nilcéia and her dedication to a vulnerable
community in Malawi.

Y

our response to Missio’s World Mission
Sunday 2020 appeal was wonderful.
One of the missionaries you helped was
Sr Nilcéia who continues to run educational
and nutritional programmes for children and
babies through the Lisanjala Health Clinic.
The donations you generously gave enabled
Sr Nilcéia to reach out with God’s love to
more vulnerable families. And your prayers
encouraged her to carry on serving and
sharing God’s grace.
Here is a message from Sr Nilcéia:
‘God has blessed us. We are here to serve and
have done a lot with the money you have
sent us. The healthcare system in Malawi is
very poor. We trusted in the future that good
days would come, and Missio gave us hope.
‘We are so blessed – all these blessings that
are coming to us. What I feel in my heart is
great, it’s joy, it’s something so good. I am
very happy and glad and thankful for your
efforts, for your help and assistance in
accompanying us in this journey, to be our

16
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partner in this way. God shows his hand, his
mercy on us. This is a difficult time, but this
is something very special. Thank you.
‘I pray for the supporters of Missio because I
know how life may be hard and prayers reach
the heart of God quickly.
‘We are still a little bit afraid, but we do not
lose hope. We still pray and trust in the Lord,
and do what we are able to do. Never give
up… life is beautiful!’

DID YOU KNOW? In much of the
developing world, the majority of public
services, such as hospitals and schools,
are run by the Catholic Church. Missio is
the only Catholic charity which
supports 40% of the Universal Church
which is currently in need of support
from the rest of the Church.

Over the course of 2020, Sr Nilcéia suffered
through a bout of malaria, then contracted
COVID-19, and then became very unwell
with a bad flu. Despite these personal health
setbacks, she continues to manage the
Lisanjala Health Clinic that supports 18
villages in the local area. She is an inspiration!
missio.org.uk
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WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2021

The Holy Father’s
message
This is an abridged version of the Holy Father’s message for
World Mission Sunday 2021. The full text, with references,
is available at missio.org.uk/wms
‘We cannot but speak about what
we have seen and heard’
Acts 4:20

O

nce we experience the power of God’s
love we cannot help but proclaim and
share what we have seen and heard. Jesus’
relationship with his disciples and his
humanity shows us the extent to which
God loves our humanity and makes his own
our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our
concerns (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22).

The experience of the Apostles
Experiencing the Lord’s friendship,
watching him cure the sick, dine with
sinners, feed the hungry, draw near to the
outcast, touch the unclean, identify with
the needy, propose the Beatitudes and
teach in a new and authoritative way, left an
indelible mark on the Apostles, awakening
amazement, expansive joy and a profound
sense of gratitude. Love is always on the
move and inspires us to share a wonderful
and hope-filled message: ‘We have found
the Messiah’ (Jn 1:41).
With Jesus, we too have seen, heard and
experienced that things can be different.
18

Mission Today Autumn 2021

Even now, he reminds us of an often
forgotten dimension of our humanity,
namely, that ‘we were created for a
fulfilment that can only be found in love’
(Fratelli Tutti, 68). A future that awakens a
faith capable of inspiring new initiatives and
shaping communities of men and women
who, by learning to accept their own frailty
and that of others, promote fraternity and
social friendship (cf. ibid., 67). The ecclesial
community reveals its splendour whenever
it recalls with gratitude that the Lord
loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19). ‘To be “in a state
of mission” is a reflection of gratitude’
(Message to Missio, 21 May 2020).
The first Christians began the life of faith
amid hostility and hardship. Yet rather than
a difficulty or an obstacle leading them to
step back or close in on themselves, those
experiences impelled them to turn
problems, conflicts and difficulties into
opportunities for mission. Limitations and
obstacles became a privileged occasion for
anointing everything and everyone with
the Spirit of the Lord. Nothing and no one
was to be excluded from the message
of liberation.
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The fragrance of the Gospel spread as it
was preached, awakening the joy that the
Spirit alone can bestow.
In these days of pandemic, when there
is a temptation to disguise and justify
indifference and apathy in the name of
healthy social distancing, there is urgent
need for the mission of compassion, which
can make that necessary distancing an
opportunity for encounter, care and
promotion. ‘What we have seen and heard’
(Acts 4:20), the mercy we have experienced,
can thus become a point of reference and a
source of credibility, enabling us to recover
a shared passion for building ‘a community
of belonging and solidarity worthy of our
time, our energy and our resources’ (Fratelli
Tutti, 36). In our present circumstances,
there is an urgent need for missionaries of
hope who, anointed by the Lord, can provide
a prophetic reminder that no one is saved
by themselves.
Everything we have received from the Lord
is meant to be put to good use and freely
shared with others. Just as the Apostles
saw, heard and touched the saving power
of Jesus (cf. 1 Jn 1:1-4) we too can find the
courage to share with everyone we meet
a destiny of hope, the sure knowledge that
the Lord is ever at our side. As Christians,
we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves:
the Church’s evangelising mission finds
outward fulfilment in the transformation
of our world and in the care of creation.

World Mission Sunday
The theme of this year’s World Mission
Sunday – ‘We cannot but speak about what
we have seen and heard’ (Acts 4:20), is a
summons to each of us to ‘own’ and to bring
to others what we bear in our hearts. By its
very nature, the life of faith calls for a

growing openness to embracing everyone,
everywhere. I like to think that ‘even those
who are most frail, limited and troubled
can be missionaries in their own way, for
goodness can always be shared, even if
it exists alongside many limitations’
(Christus Vivit, 239).
On World Mission Sunday we recall with
gratitude all those men and women who,
by their testimony of life, help us to renew
our baptismal commitment to be generous
and joyful apostles of the Gospel. Let us
remember especially all those who
resolutely set out, leaving home and
family behind, to bring the Gospel to all
those places and people thirsting for
its saving message.
Jesus needs hearts capable of experiencing
vocation as a true love story that urges
them to go forth to the peripheries of our
world as messengers and agents of
compassion. Universal openness to love has
a dimension that is not geographical but
existential. To be on mission is to be willing
to think as Christ does, to believe with him
that those around us are also my brothers
and sisters. May his compassionate love
touch our hearts and make us all true
missionary disciples.
The charity expressed in the collections
during the penultimate Sunday of October
supports the missionary work carried out
in my name by Missio (the Pontifical
Mission Societies).
May Mary, the first missionary disciple,
increase in all the baptised the desire to be
salt and light in our lands (cf. Mt 5:13-14).

+
missio.org.uk
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LIVING MISSION

Mill Hill News
A reflection from Fr Michael Corcoran MHM, General Superior
of St Joseph’s Missionary Society (the Mill Hill Missionaries)
In the absence of words,
actions speak

But how, when they cannot speak their
language? St Joseph Freinademetz offers
a solution: ‘Speak the language which
‘
e cannot but speak about what we
everybody understands – the language
have seen and heard’ Acts 4:20
of love’. A smile, consoling words, acts
Missionaries say ‘Yes’ to God and often go to of kindness and gestures of love.
difficult places to live in a different culture,
Actions speak louder than words. And
embracing the challenges that go with it.
these actions have become real through
They come with so much enthusiasm, on
our first two young missionaries arriving
fire to share the Gospel amongst the
people they are called to serve.
in Cambodia. This land has a painful and

W
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violent history, where the remnants of
war remain visible: orphaned children and
broken families.
Being a missionary is to be present and
close to people in their life situation, going
beyond title or position, radiating God’s
goodness and love. In Cambodia, it is more
about being there with the people and, by
our presence, revealing the reality of
God’s love (cf. Eph. 2:4-5).
As such, preaching the Gospel cannot be
separated from works of support and
kindness: providing food for the hungry,
caring for the sick and building shelter for
the poor. This is our common vocation as
Christians; to care for and help one another.
Amidst past tragedy, the extraordinary
power of faith, hope, and love manifests
itself in the lives of Cambodian Christians.
During the turbulent years that saw the
decimation of the Church by the Pol Pot
regime, these Christians kept the fire of
faith burning by secretly gathering and

leading the small Christian community in
prayer. They shared the gifts of faith which
they received, not keeping it to themselves,
but speaking about it and bravely sharing it
with others, despite the threat and danger
of death.
The challenge in our generation is to
continue sharing and speaking about what
we see and hear, offering the healing grace
of Jesus Christ to everybody in need of
hope. And in the absence of words, let our
actions speak. Let the wisdom of St Francis
of Assisi remind us, ‘Preach the Gospel at
all times. When necessary, use words’.
Two more young Mill Hill Missionaries,
hailing from the Philippines and Malaysia,
have been appointed to Cambodia. The
journey of mission continues.

For more Mill Hill news, please
visit millhillmissionaries.com

missio.org.uk
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FATHER PETER

Journey of a lifetime
I

t was my first long journey in Kenya, and
I was being driven to the home where I
would begin my missionary work in a remote
rural area. It was late at night and pitch
black except for the car headlights. There
were no familiar streetlights, no comforting
lights from houses or other buildings, no
people to be seen and no other cars. There
was complete silence except for the sound
of our vehicle as it negotiated its way along
a very bumpy and potholed road. It was a
journey of mystery and excitement, but
was also a bit scary!
Our spiritual journey in life also has its dark
times when the familiar ways of thinking
and behaving which previously had lit up
our lives no longer seem to work, and the
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road ahead seems to be full of metaphorical
bumps and potholes.
It is at such times that we need to let go of
lesser lights and allow the greater inner
headlight of Christ to guide us. As St John
says, ‘the Light shines in darkness, and
darkness could not overcome it’.
After that car journey through the dark
night, I woke up the next morning to a
brilliant, blue, sunlit African sky!

Father Peter
You can write to Fr Peter at:
41 Victoria Road, Formby,
Liverpool L37 1LW
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FROM YOU

Making an impact
Our supporters truly live out their call to mission
For me personally it is about supporting
areas of great poverty – giving hope to
struggling and oppressed communities.
As a teacher, I feel the work in supporting
schools and children’s homes is particularly
close to my heart.

T

his very old wooden Red Box belongs
to my mother-in-law, and she insists
on keeping this one going and not having
a new one.
One of our supporters remembers
collecting for the missions as a child. Some
of our collectors have been donating and
collecting for over 50 or 60 years.
We have an amazing team of collectors
and supporters for Missio. I became Local
Secretary for Saint Mark’s Church in 2017
after taking over from a remarkable man
called Mike.

During the pandemic, here at home we have
all struggled in many ways, but I am sure
the need has been greater elsewhere.
This was why we felt we needed to try
and continue to collect and empty the
Red Boxes.
I think, for all of us, volunteering for our
roles and supporting where we can means
we have some impact in supporting the
work of Missio throughout the world.
Ann
Liverpool
Editor: Thank you for sharing with us, Ann,
we loved hearing from you and seeing the old
Red Box. And thank you so much to all of the
volunteers and supporters of Missio and the
Red Box in your area and beyond!
We love to hear your news and receive
your comments on Mission Today and
related topics, so please continue to fill
our postbag by sending your thoughts
and comments to:
The Editor, Mission Today,
23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU
or email: info@missio.org.uk

missio.org.uk
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EMERGENCY FUND UPDATE

Your COVID-19
Mission Response
In April 2020, Pope Francis set up an Emergency Fund through
Missio, to help missionaries and young and poor churches
through the COVID-19 crisis. Donations from Missio supporters
in England and Wales were urgently distributed to 13 countries
to help those in greatest need. We shared details of this in the
last edition of Mission Today.

G

iven the news that India had been plunged
into desperate need, Missio re-opened
the Emergency Fund. Fr Ambrose, Missio’s
National Director in India, shared news from
St Thomas’ Hospital in Chennai, which is
run by Franciscan Sisters. The hospital
continues to be under incredible strain.
‘Most hospitals are closed to COVID
patients; the Sisters opened their doors,
even though they lacked the necessary
equipment, because they see that people
are desperate. They are treating the very
poor. And the Sisters and Priests who have
nowhere else to go also get the care they
need’, explained Fr Ambrose.
While some wealthier people can afford to
pay for private hospital treatment, poor
and economically marginalised people
are suffering. Their only choice is the
overcrowded and ill-equipped government
hospitals, or non-profit healthcare centres
like the St Thomas’ Hospital.
Fr Ambrose told us that about 50 Priests
and Sisters are being cared for in the
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hospital alongside poor and vulnerable
people. But, he said:
‘They have had to close the gates because
they can’t accommodate any more patients.
They need to create more space and more
beds. Meanwhile, the cost of oxygen has
gone up – it is 10 times what it was before’.
Our sisters and brothers in many countries
are still suffering. If you would like to give
what you can, please call us during office
hours on 020 7821 9755 or visit our
website: missio.org.uk/donate
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Build a vibrant Catholic
Church for the future
Remember Missio in your Will

L

egacies left to Missio helped to support
St Peter’s Major Seminary in Malawi.
In 2020, the Rector of the Seminary,
Fr Anthony, contacted Missio and shared:
‘The number of students interested in
priesthood is continuing to be on the rise.
This is giving us much hope. At the same
time, we are a little bit worried… we have
about 150 major seminarians and yet we
only have the capacity of accommodating
120. Being delayed for a year is a challenge
to the students, and at times we lose some
good seminarians in the process. When they
stay at home for one year as they are
waiting for the space to be created, some
lose hope and look for a job to earn a living
and finally abandon their priestly vocation.
This is honestly giving us a headache’.
For generations, people like you have
been sharing their blessings by helping
missionaries serve in communities that
are poor or in need around the world.
Your support for Missio enables local
leaders to fulfil their vocational calling.
Fr Anthony recently wrote: ‘Thank you for
understanding our situation and for Missio’s
ongoing support for our staff and students
here at St Peter’s Seminary. The past couple
of years have been very tough and the grant
will help us greatly. We are grateful for the

timely support which means that we will
be able to welcome more students to train
for the priesthood. May the good Lord
continue blessing you and your efforts.
Be assured of our prayers for you and all
Missio supporters’.
Now, more than ever, we depend on the
support and care of Catholics like you to
pass on the gift of faith to future generations,
and to share the love of God with those in
greatest need. Please consider leaving a
gift in your Will to Missio.
For more information, please complete
the form overleaf and tick the yellow box
on the back section.
missio.org.uk
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This World Mission Sunday: will you help
dedicated missionaries, like Sr Veronica,
live and work amongst some of the
world’s most vulnerable communities
to share faith and build peace?
You can make a donation:
Send a cheque: Make it payable to Missio and
post it to World Mission Sunday, 23 Eccleston
Square, London SW1V 1NU

Tel: 01704 875048 (office hours)
Email:
redbox@apfmillhillappeals.org.uk
Web: millhillmissionaries.com

/MissioUK
/MillHillMissionaries
@MissioUK
Missio_UK

Give online: Visit missio.org.uk/donate and
select ‘World Mission Sunday’
Give via text: Text MISSIO 5 (to donate £5)
or MISSIO 10 (to donate £10) to 70085
This costs £5 or £10 plus your standard rate message

Give via phone: Call us on 020 7821 9755
during office hours to donate with your credit
or debit card
Bank transfer:
Account Name: Missio
Sort Code: 16-00-16
Account Number: 10824230
Reference: WMS + your postcode

Thank you!

missio.org.uk
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Please fill in the form below and return it in the freepost envelope attached
(Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU)
Your details (PLEASE PRINT)

*

Required fields

Title*
Surname*

First Name*
Address*

Postcode*
Tel

Parish

Email
Please send me the monthly Missio e-newsletter (provide email address above)

To donate via card
I would like to pay by:
Visa/Mastercard

Maestro/Delta/Visa

CAF Charity Card

Name on card (PLEASE PRINT)*
Please tick if you do not require a receipt
Card No*
Issue No

Start date

/

Expiry date*

/

Please complete the Gift Aid section overleaf, if possible

Support
I enclose a donation of £
(please make cheques/postal orders payable to
Missio-Mill Hill). You can also give online at missio.org.uk or call us on 020 7821 9755
(office hours). You can also call us to set up a Direct Debit.
I would like to become a volunteer for Missio and the Mill Hill Missionaries in my parish
Please tick if you do not require a receipt

Masses

I enclose £
(the recommended offering is £10 or more per Mass; please make
cheques payable to Missio Mass a/c or see above to pay by card)
Please tick if you do not require a receipt
If you would like to receive a Mass Card, please contact us on 020 7821 9755

AMT213

Intentions:

Reg. Charity No. 1056651

I would like
(please state number) Mass/es offered for the following intentions
(please use a separate sheet if necessary):

Please complete your details overleaf
and return the entire page to Missio in the
freepost envelope attached
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Missio
23 Eccleston Square,
London SW1V 1NU
Reg. Charity No. 1056651

Tick here to receive your guide to making a Will
and our free Will writing service

Tel: 020 7821 9755 (office hours)
Email: redbox@missio.org.uk
Web: missio.org.uk
Mill Hill Missionaries
Red Box, PO Box 163,
Liverpool L37 1WW
Reg. Charity No. 220690

In Remembrance
You can find the names for our Book of Remembrance at
missio.org.uk/pray

Tel: 01704 875048 (office hours)
Email:
redbox@apfmillhillappeals.org.uk
Web: millhillmissionaries.com

Gift Aid
Please tick
and date and we will receive 25p
for every £1 you donate at no extra cost to you.

/MissioUK
/MillHillMissionaries
@MissioUK

This box must be ticked for Gift Aid to be claimed.
I want Missio to treat all donations I have made for this tax year
and all donations I make in the future as Gift Aid donations until I
notify Missio otherwise. I confirm that I am a UK taxpayer and
understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in the tax
year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. I will notify Missio
if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or home
address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on my Income and/or
Capital Gains Tax.

Date

We would love to tell you how your support is making a
difference and to share with you our latest projects and
appeals. If you are new to Missio and do not want us to write
to you by post, or if we write to you currently and you would
like us to stop, get in touch at info@missio.org.uk or
020 7821 9755. Missio will never share your information
for marketing. For details, see missio.org.uk/privacy
If you would like to receive news of progress or
updates from Missio electronically, please visit
missio.org.uk/missio-enewsletter
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