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e always give thanks to God for you
all, mentioning you in our prayers

continually. We remember before our
God and Father your work of faith, your
labour of love, and the steadfastness of
your hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.’

These opening words of St Paul in his
first letter to the church in Thessalonica
are as true and relevant now as they
were then. You, the loyal and generous
supporters of Missio, continue to express
your love of Jesus Christ through your
genuine concern for our Church
throughout the world.

The Risen Lord, who has conquered sin
and death, offers us new life in him. In
response to the immense love God has
shown us through Jesus, how can we not
share this with those who have yet to
meet the Lord?

The Holy Father has named this coming
October the Extraordinary Month of
Mission, during which he invites all of us
who are baptised to renew support of
the missionary work of the Church,

W

2

‘

Featured 
highlights
4
Red Box 2018
Your invaluable support
10
Extraordinary Month 
of Mission
Pope Francis’ call 
17
Hope in Freedom Park
A welcome refuge in 
South Africa 
22
Holding God's hand
The solace of prayer

2-3Director.qxp_Layout 1  18/04/2019  06:44  Page 1



having special concern for those living in
difficult, dangerous and stressful
circumstances.

On behalf of all those you have helped to
come closer to God, I give thanks for you,
for your loving generosity and firm
commitment, to the coming of God’s
Kingdom. Ultimately, this is God’s work,
and precisely because we support God’s
work, we cannot fail.

Yours in Christ,

Fr Anthony Chantry,
National Director

The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions
Please join Pope Francis and the
whole Church in praying for these
monthly prayer intentions,
particularly for 10 minutes on 
Fridays at 12.30pm

JULY
May those who administer justice 
work with integrity, and may the
injustice present in the world not 
have the last word.

AUGUST
May families, through their life of
prayer and love, become ever more
clearly ‘schools of true human growth’. 

SEPTEMBER
May politicians, scientists and
economists work together to protect
the world’s seas and oceans. 

OCTOBER
May the breath of the Holy Spirit 
bring about a new missionary ‘dawn’ 
in the Church.

3

Morning Offering
Eternal Father, I offer you everything I
do this day – my thoughts, works, joys
and sufferings. Grant that, enlivened 
by the Holy Spirit and united to Jesus 
in the Eucharist, my life this day may 
be of service to you and to others. 
And with Mary and the whole Church 
I pray especially for the Pope’s prayer 
intention this month. Amen

Be a missionary
through prayer
Whoever and wherever we are, we 
can all be missionary: joining together
in prayer with the wider Church, 
volunteering for Missio or giving 
generously through the Red Box. 
These are all valuable ways to
further the work of mission. 
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Red Box 2018
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ear in, year out, your prayers and
gifts sustain missionary priests and

sisters as they share God’s love with some
of the most vulnerable, marginalised
people throughout the world. 

They are families like those living in 
Tel Aviv, not far from where Jesus lived. 
Sr Dinesha, a Sri Lankan missionary,
supports families where parents need 
to earn money to feed and shelter their
children, but cannot afford childcare
whilst they are at work. Many children
have suffered, some have even died after
being left in dangerous childcare facilities
where up to 30 children were looked after
by one unqualified, inexperienced carer. 

Local parish priest, Fr David, and Sr
Dinesha – whom you may recognise from
the Thank You poster displayed in your
church – saw the need to offer support to
these families. And with help from you
and the Red Box, they have been able to
open four crèches with six children per
trained carer, as well as providing them
with a good meal. It has genuinely saved
lives in Tel Aviv. The Red Box helps to

care for our sisters and brothers all over
the world, thanks to you!

Sr Dinesha and her fellow sisters work
tirelessly. She says, ‘I feel the responsibility
to do God’s work by providing the love,
care and security they need. I want to
offer Our Lady’s compassion to all those
who suffer.’ 

Thanks to you, missionaries like Sr
Dinesha can offer Our Lady’s
compassion to so many who suffer.
Through the Red Box you enable priests
to celebrate Mass in far-flung corners
of the world; you provide bicycles for
parish catechists to get around their
vast parishes; and you help train future
priests and sisters to be missionaries.

On behalf of Sr Dinesha and Fr David,
their fellow missionaries around the
world, and especially the communities 
in which they serve.

Thank you!

Y

Every penny, pound and prayer
with which you fill your Red Box
has made such a difference to
our sisters and brothers around
the world
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he Red Box only continues thanks to the ongoing support of volunteers in
every parish across England and Wales. With our society rapidly becoming

‘cashless’, and with bank branches closing down, we know that it is increasingly
difficult for Red Box volunteers to collect and bank the money you so generously
give. Next time you see your local volunteer, please do say thank you to them!

T

Image: ©Missio\TLouapre
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Diocese

Arundel & Brighton
Birmingham
Brentwood
Cardiff
Clifton
East Anglia
Hallam
Hexham & Newcastle
Lancaster
Leeds
Liverpool
Menevia
Middlesbrough
Northampton
Nottingham
Plymouth
Portsmouth
Salford
Shrewsbury
Southwark
Westminster
Wrexham
Anonymous donations

Totals

Income 
2017

£164,287
£297,527
£90,864
£94,768

£122,939
£59,338
£42,681

£233,983
£92,901
£93,718

£332,340
£32,042
£76,170
£68,606

£105,136
£85,409

£152,081
£256,311
£134,153
£209,562
£242,722
£21,794
£19,302

£3,028,634

Income 
2018

£157,184
£289,552
£92,051
£86,331

£117,214
£59,579
£42,081

£220,260
£83,942
£86,358

£323,822
£31,617
£73,945
£72,485

£105,157
£78,060

£155,523
£249,275
£130,617
£197,982
£199,284
£25,839
£15,538

£2,893,696

Increase/
Decrease (–)

-£7,103
-£7,975
£1,187
-£8,437
-£5,725

£241
-£600

-£13,723
-£8,959
-£7,360
-£8,518
-£425

-£2,225
£3,879

£21
-£7,349
£3,442
-£7,036
-£3,536

-£11,580
-£43,438
£4,045
-£3,764

-£134,938

Income from Red Boxes 2018

We know that the make up and
geographical size of every parish and
diocese is different. The table is not
meant to rank dioceses against one
another but shows how much has been
raised both through Red Box collections
and Direct Debits. 

Did you know…
You can also give via Direct Debit or
online? And if you let us know your
local parish, these donations will be
credited to your local parish total for
the year. If you would like to set up
a regular gift, you can fill in the
Direct Debit form in the middle of
this edition of Mission Today, or go 
to missio.org.uk/donate-apf 

You can also give via Credit or 
Debit Card online or by calling 
020 7821 9755 during office hours.
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Mill Hill Missionaries 7

he Mill Hill Missionaries are an
international fellowship of Catholic

missionaries dedicated to announcing the
Good News of Jesus Christ to people
throughout the world. 

Since 1936, the Mill Hill Missionaries have
been working in partnership with Missio’s
APF through the Red Box programme, in
parishes throughout England and Wales. 

T

To love and to serve

missio.org.uk

For more information, please visit
millhillmissionaries.co.uk

There are currently 223 young men
studying to become Mill Hill
Missionaries throughout the world. 
In 2018, nine Members were
ordained Mill Hill Missionaries – four
from Cameroon, two from India, 
and one each from Uganda, Kenya
and Congo. We congratulate them
and wish them every blessing in
their ministry!

By giving through the Red Box
you are supporting the work of
Mill Hill Missionaries in the
following areas: 

Africa
Uganda: Loyoro, Panyangara, 
Mbiko, Jinja, Kampala

Kenya: Luanda, Shauri Moyo, 
Malindi, Nanga, Kisumu Ndogo, 
Witu, Kitale, Ngong  

Cameroon: Fundong, Ilung, Oku,
Kembong, Bamenda, Douala   

South Africa: Sasolburg, Parys,
Kroonstad, Phokeng, Bethany

Congo: Basankusu, Kinshasa

South Sudan: Juba 

Asia
Pakistan: Kotri, Tando Adam, 
Tando Allahyar, Matli, Sargodha,
Peshawar, Rawalpindi, Nowshera 

India: Pargi, Vikarabad, Nellikuduru,
Baswar, Vishunpur, Pune,
Karunapuram, Hyderabad  

Philippines: Casay, Anini-y, Turda,
Molo

Malaysia: Julau, Kapit, Kanowit,
Belaga, Sentosa, Limbang, Taman
Tunku, Bukit Peninjau

Cambodia: Siem Reap

Mill Hill seminarians in Bamenda, Cameroon
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Where you've 
helped

APF-Mill Hill results
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APF 

MHM

APF + MHM

KENYA

ZIMBABWE

UGANDA

CAMEROON

SOUTH AFRICA

issio's APF and the Mill Hill
Missionaries divide all of the 

money collected through the Red Boxes.
The APF share is distributed to build
churches, train Church leaders and 
support communities of faith, as part of
its mandate to promote the worldwide
mission of the Church. The Mill Hill share
supports the Mill Hill Society, enabling it 
to train and maintain its priests, brothers
and lay associates abroad, and to 
support their overseas work.

M

8

This information relates to Missio 
England and Wales. Missio internationally
supports the work of the Catholic 
Church in 157 countries

SOUTH
SUDAN ETHIOPIA
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missio.org.uk

PHILIPPINES

INDIA

MYANMAR

Don’t forget to ‘like' us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter to keep 
up-to-date with the latest stories from
the people you are supporting, as 
well as prayers and information on 
upcoming events for members of the
Red Box family.

Twitter.com/MissioUK

Facebook.com/MissioUK
Facebook.com/MillHillMissionaries

CAMBODIA

SRI LANKA

MALAYSIA
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Extraordinary
Month of Mission

MISSION TODAY SUMMER 2019
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ith the support of Missio around the
world, Pope Francis has declared this

October to be an Extraordinary Month of
Mission (EMM). It is a special month of prayer
and action, calling us all to renew our
missionary commitment to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with all people
and nations.

It has been 100 years since Pope Benedict
XV’s teaching on mission. So in honour of
this, Pope Francis is encouraging us to
celebrate this special month in our homes,
parishes and schools, with the universal
Church. You can find the official EMM
prayer at missio.org.uk/emm

The Holy Father’s care for all churches is
expressed through the prayer and
solidarity encouraged by Missio. Through
Catholics in England and Wales, Missio
enables churches in mission dioceses to
reach out to their own communities with
the love and compassion of Christ. 

In the lead up to EMM 2019, Missio will 
be at the service of our Church, providing
expertise, materials and support to
dioceses, parishes and schools. You can
find resources and other useful
information here: missio.org.uk/emm

missio.org.uk

11

W

Into the future

As the Pope’s official charity for
overseas mission, Missio enables
Catholics in England and Wales to live
out the call they received at Baptism: to
share in the Church’s universal mission. 

The EMM is not an end in itself, but 
a means to revitalise, renew, and
reawaken ongoing commitment to 

Missio Ad Gentes. Missio will continue 
to play its part in encouraging and
channelling this commitment to
developing Church communities
abroad.  

Look out for more updates, resources
and information throughout the year, as
we build towards EMM in October 2019.

missio.org.uk/emm

Why is mission so important?

God became one of us and knows
our joys and sorrows. He calls us to
love with all our hearts: to act with
humility and respect for the dignity 
of each and every person, to be at 
the service of the poor and the
marginalised, to forgive and let go, 
to be responsible stewards of
creation, and to build a world of
peace and justice.  

The Church must be a place of 
mercy freely given, where everyone
can feel welcomed, loved, forgiven
and encouraged to live the good life
of the Gospel. This is the essence 
of mission.

In response to the Great Commission
of Our Lord Jesus Christ to ‘go make
disciples of all nations’, we bear
witness to Jesus Christ, especially in
situations of poverty, persecution 
and marginalisation throughout 
the world.

If you would like to get involved, please contact Michelle at info@missio.org.uk
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elvin was born into a Nigerian family
who were not practising Christians,

and while he did not have a religious
upbringing, his desire to serve poor, sick
and vulnerable people was present from
an early age. As he grew up, he became
increasingly aware of the suffering of
people around him and was ‘tormented’
by the poverty-stricken conditions his
fellow Nigerians were forced to live in. 

When asked about his calling, he explains
that he feels compelled by his love for
God to help people in need not just
practically, but in their spiritual and
pastoral needs too. He also shares that
he has a special devotion to St Vincent
de Paul, saying: ‘the first day I heard
the name of this saint I thought he was
called St Vincent de Poor and that
alone made great impact on me!’

Today, Kelvin is in his fourth year at the
Bigard Memorial Seminary in Enugu.
Unfortunately, the seminary cannot cover
all the costs associated with the training
of our future priests. This is where Missio
comes in!

Internationally, Missio has the unique 
role of training the future leaders of the
Church in mission dioceses through the
Society of St Peter the Apostle (SPA).
Students training for the priesthood and
religious life in over 150 countries around
the world receive formation and support.

K

Formation12

Training the priests

‘Once ordained a priest I hope to 
serve the Church by helping the poor
and rejected in society.’

MISSION TODAY SUMMER 2019

With your help, Missio ensures that
no religious vocation in a mission
diocese is turned away through lack
of funds. Individually or as a group,
by giving £42 a month you can ensure
a seminarian’s place at seminary,
£2,000 will pay for his final four years
of training. 

By sharing the gift of faith, you bring
a real, lasting difference to those in
need, investing in the future leaders
of our Church.

Read more about Kelvin and
seminarians all over the world at
missio.org.uk/spa

of tomorrow

For more information about
supporting a seminarian, please 
call 020 7821 9755, email
spa@missio.org.uk or visit
missio.org.uk/spa
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Leave a legacy of faith: care
for the future of our Church

Help Missio’s APF and Mill Hill
bring faith and hope to where
they are most needed
Your prayers and generosity make
possible the essential and life-giving
mission of the Church in our world.

Red Box holders and regular givers 
are part of Missio’s APF and Mill Hill
worldwide family and play a vital role 
in the mission of the Church, bringing
God’s love and renewed hope to the
poorest and most in need.

Your support
To offer your support, please complete
the form overleaf and return it to the
address provided.

You can also call 020 7821 9755, 
or visit missio.org.uk

Thank 
you!

Please help us show the love of Jesus 
to the children of our world.

Gifts left to us in our supporters’ 
Wills help us to reach out with God’s
compassion to those who live in turmoil,
poverty and uncertainty throughout the
world. By making a gift to Missio’s APF
and/or Mill Hill in your Will, you are
providing the building blocks of our
churches, schools, orphanages and
clinics and leaving a foundation of faith
for the future.

Please tick the box in the yellow section
overleaf for our information brochure,
which will be sent to you in confidence
and without any obligation on your part. 

If you would prefer to speak to
someone, please call Monica Caro 
at Missio’s National Office on 
020 7821 9755. 

Alternatively you can email the
National Director, Fr Anthony Chantry,
at: director@missio.org.uk
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Send your Mass intentions 
to Missio
The custom of requesting a priest to 
offer Mass for specific intentions, 
even when one cannot be present at
Mass, is a longstanding tradition in 
the Church.

The faithful usually make an offering,
called a stipend, to the priest in order
to apply the Mass to a specific intention,
such as an anniversary or birthday. 
By making this offering and by parting
with something that is their own, the
faithful associate themselves more
intimately with Christ. The offering of a
stipend is also a means for Catholics to
contribute to the upkeep of the clergy.

Many priests in Africa and Asia depend
entirely on Mass stipends for their
income. Please help them by sending
your Mass intentions to Missio and we
will pass them on to a priest overseas.

Please add your Mass intentions 
on the form opposite or call 
020 7821 9755 during office hours

In the spirit of St Thérèse of Lisieux,
members of Our Lady’s Guild of the
Sick offer up their prayers, their pains
and suffering for the mission of the
Church and its missionaries.

By becoming a member of the Guild,
you will receive a quarterly newsletter
and a Mission Today magazine. On the
first Friday of each month Holy Mass is
offered for your intentions in the chapel
at Herbert House – the Mill Hill
Missionaries’ home for sick and retired
missionaries. 

Membership is free and you can
become a member of Our Lady’s Guild
by ticking the box in the blue section on
the form opposite. Please remember to
fill out your name and address in the
white section and return the form to us. 

‘By making such an offering, the sick
themselves become missionaries’

St John Paul II

Our Lady’s Guild of the Sick

©
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Celebrating Mass in Palestine
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Please fill in the form below and return to:
National Director, Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU

Your details (PLEASE PRINT) *Required fields

Title*

First Name* Surname*

Address*

Postcode*

Tel

Email

Please send me the quarterly Missio e-newsletter (provide email address above)

I want Missio to claim Gift Aid on this and any future donations until I notify you otherwise.
I am a UK tax payer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to
pay any difference. I will notify Missio if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or
home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on my Income and/or Capital Gains Tax.

Date N.B. Please ensure the box is ticked.

I enclose a donation of £ (please make cheques/postal orders payable to 
APF-Mill Hill). You can also give online at missio.org.uk or call us on 020 7821 9755
(office hours) or via Credit Card/Direct Debit – see over

I would like to make an annual gift, offering £30 or more a year, and receive a 
reminder letter once a year

I will collect a Red Box from my parish Local Secretary or Parish Priest (money from 
Red Boxes is collected by volunteers in your parish)

I would like to become a volunteer for Missio in my parish

Please tick if you require a receipt

Please send me information on how to leave a gift in my Will

I would like to become a member of Our Lady's Guild of the Sick

I would like (please state number) Mass/es offered for the following
intentions (please use a separate sheet if necessary): 

Intentions:

I enclose £ (the recommended offering is £10 or more per Mass; please make
cheques payable to Missio Mass a/c or see over to pay by card)

Please tick if you require a receipt

If you would like to receive a Mass Card, please contact us on 020 7821 9755
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Your details (PLEASE PRINT)

I would like to pay by:

Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa                    CAF Charity Card

To donate via card
Please ensure you have filled in the reverse of this form first!

Name on card (PLEASE PRINT)*

Please tick if you require a receipt

Card No*

Issue No Start date

Expiry date* Security code*
Last three numbers on
the signature strip on the
back of your card

*Required fields

To donate via Direct Debit
I wish to pay Missio the sum of (please tick):

£30 £50 £100 Other £

Monthly Quarterly Annually

On the: 5th 15th 28th day of the month

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay Direct Debit

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society
To: The Manager Bank/building society

Address

Postcode

Bank/building society account number Branch sort code

Name of account holder(s)

Instruction to your Bank/building society: Please pay Missio Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Missio
and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society.

Signature of account holder Date

Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account.

2 5 4 5 8 8

Service user number

Reference (for office use)

Please fill in the whole form using a ballpoint pen and send to: 
Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU
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Mission story
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Freedom
Park

‘Tapologo’ is a Setswana word
meaning ‘peace and rest’, which
expresses the mission of the
Tapologo Drop-In Centre in
South Africa 

n the Bible, rainbows are a symbol 
of God’s faithfulness and

compassion. It is apt then, that as you
arrive at the Tapologo Drop-In Centre 
for orphans and vulnerable children, one
of the first things you notice is a huge
painted rainbow on the side of the
centre’s shipping container office. 

I

Hope
in

Johannas and 
Elinah, thriving with
your support
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Located in Freedom Park – one of the
largest shanty towns in South Africa – the
Tapologo Drop-In Centre has faithfully
served the most vulnerable for over
twenty years. This remarkable outreach
could not have occurred without 
your help. 

Established by the Bishop of Rustenburg,
Fr Kevin Dowling CSSR, in response to the
HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1990s, the Tapologo
Drop-In Centre has developed to meet
ever greater need in a country devastated
by poverty, political instability, a failing
economy and the world’s largest number
of HIV-infected people.

The Tapologo Drop-In Centre originally 
ran from a single shipping container, with
the mission of supporting adults affected
by HIV/AIDS. Working with religious
sisters, medical staff and trained
volunteers from within the community,
the Centre provided home based 
support, medication and end-of-life 
care to thousands of sufferers.

Thanks to support from your Red Box, the
Drop-In Centre became so successful that
other centres were established in shanty
towns and remote rural communities
across the diocese of Rustenburg. 

Today these centres still reflect God’s
faithfulness and compassion. Treatment
for adults is now provided free by the
government, so the Taplogo Drop-In
Centre’s focus has shifted to the
thousands of children and young people
orphaned by, living with, or caring for
family members affected by HIV/AIDS. 

Life in the shanty town is hard; there 
is no electricity, running water, refuse
collection or sewerage system. As
unemployment has risen, the area has
also become increasingly dangerous.
Drugs, alcohol, prostitution and no 
police presence leaves younger 
residents at risk of abuse and neglect.  

In this challenging environment, the
Tapologo Drop-In Centre provides a
welcome refuge for thousands of young
people aged between three and 
twenty-one years old. Thanks to a 
small team of professional nurses and

Bishop Dowling, working in Freedom Park

Living in Freedom Park 
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volunteer carers, after-school lessons
teach children and young people about
personal safety and well-being. 

Those affected by HIV/AIDS are helped to
understand the virus and its treatment in
a sensitive and age-appropriate manner.
This knowledge is vital, as HIV medication
is compromised if taken inconsistently or
without regular meals. This is one reason
why the Tapologo Drop-In Centre
provides children with two meals a day.

Young people like Elinah and Johannas
moved to Freedom Park when their
parents came to find work in Rustenberg’s
mines. Elinah has been supported by the
Drop-In Centre for the last four years and
succinctly sums up the difference it has
made: ‘If I hadn’t come here I might have
died. They counselled me very well here.
They made me feel like I could make it.’

To support young people better in
Freedom Park, Tapologo Drop-In Centre’s
child care team also work within the
community; liaising with family members,
schools, health professionals and social
workers. As many of the children are
orphaned and cared for by elderly
grandparents, this integrated support 
is vital. 

Johannas was just six when his mother
died. The Tapologo Drop-In Centre’s
outreach team supported him in the years
before and after his mother’s death.
Johannas remembers clearly the help he
received at that time: ‘Sr Mangolie helped
me to help my Mum. The centre explained
what was going on. They helped with
clothes and food, so Mum could feed me.’

Both Elinah and Johannas are aware that
God’s love has helped to shape the care
provided by the Tapologo Drop-In Centre.
Inspired by the faith and service of the
staff, Elinah hopes to become a social
worker. As for Johannas: ‘I want to learn
more. I want to support myself. I want 
to become a better person in life.’

Elinah and Johannas are just two of
thousands of children and young people
you have helped over the last twenty
years through the Tapologo Drop-In
Centre project. Through your Red Box or
regular gift to Missio, you are changing
people’s lives every day. Your support is
giving the local church the means to
offer the hope of the Gospel to people
who have nowhere else to turn.

To find out more about how your 
Red Box helps communities around the
world, please visit missio.org.uk

missio.org.uk

Children receive two meals a day
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62,394,841
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE
ARE BEING EDUCATED IN:

96,573 Catholic primary schools
47,862 Catholic secondary schools

ORPHANAGES

HOMES FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE ELDERLY,
CHRONICALLY ILL OR DISABLED

 

   
    

    

   
   

 

  
  

BILLION PEOPLE IN THE WORLD:
1 in 7 are baptised Catholics
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20 World news

Our global family
The Church in numbers



   
   

   
   

     
   

354,743
LAY MISSIONARIES

CATECHISTS WORKING WITH 
CHILDREN, YOUNG PEOPLE AND 
ADULTS TO EXPLORE THEIR FAITH

HOSPITALS

116,160
414,969

SEMINARIANS IN THEIR FINAL
FOUR YEARS OF STUDY

PRIESTS

15,937 DISPENSARIES
AND CLINICS

610
CARE HOMES FOR
PEOPLE WITH LEPROSY

    
     

On an annual basis, the Vatican releases statistics on our 
Church throughout the world. The work of the Church occurs 
in 1,070 missionary dioceses, thanks to your prayerful 
support and generosity

21

missio.org.ukSource: FIDES (Catholic Church Statistics 2018)



Prayer and mission22

Holding God’s hand

MISSION TODAY SUMMER 2019

Fr Jim O’Connell is an Irish Mill Hill Missionary who has dedicated
his life to serving others. He has a wealth of missionary 
experience, having lived and worked in the Kisumu archdiocese 
in western Kenya for 12 years, in addition to being on the Mill Hill
formation staff in both England and Holland

in the darkness
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haron Commins from Dublin and 
her companion Hilda Kawuki from

Uganda were working in Sudan when
rebels captured them in 2009. They were
kept out in the open on a mountain,
exposed to the heat of the sun by day 
and barely sheltered from the cold of the
night by a light blanket. On a number of
occasions they feared for their lives when
their captors fired shots over their heads. 

When their nightmare came to an end 
and Sharon was back home in Dublin, 
she published a message of thanks in the
newspapers. She thanked people for their
prayers and support and she went on 
to say: 

‘Hilda and I sought sanctuary in prayer
during our one hundred and seven days
in captivity. Prayer gave us the strength 
to cope with the despair and loneliness 
on the mountain. Prayer sustained us 
when virtually all hope was gone and
protected us from the crippling fear 
and deep sadness. Every morning we
prayed for the strength and courage to
get through the hours. We knew the God
we shared would help reunite us safely
with our families… Before settling in to
sleep, we prayed that guardian angels
would remain with us throughout the
night and watch over us until daylight. 
We are both safe today – and I have no
doubt in my mind that our combined
prayers made a difference.’ 

Through all the darkness and distress,
hardship and loneliness, Sharon and 
Hilda found solace in prayer and believed
that God would help reunite them safely
with their families. They managed to
hold on to glimmers of hope in their
darkest hours of anguish and fear.

Fortunately, few people have to endure
the terrifying experience of being held in
captivity by rebels or extremists, but 
many people endure great hardship and
suffering in their ordinary lives. If they are
blessed with an awareness of God, they
are able to go on hoping that no matter
how bleak things are, God will bring them
through in the end. 

These are testing times for old and
young alike. We pray for deeper trust 
in God who is with us in our trials and
troubles – always present in the
darkness and difficulties that many 
of us encounter in our daily lives.

missio.org.uk
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Used with permission from A Life 
to Live: Awakening to God’s Abiding
Presence, Fr Jim O’Connell MHM.
Published by Columba Press.

S

Image: ©JonathanAlpeyrie2008
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Your letters24
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ometimes the way in which we
address God in our formal liturgies

can give us a rather distorted image 
of God. 

During Mass we pray to God Almighty,
God All Powerful, God of Majesty, God
our Judge, God our King and God the
Most High. But Jesus reveals to us the
face of God and what God is like – the
God of Jesus is anything but almighty,
majestic, powerful, kingly or judgmental! 

Jesus reveals to us a God who is just the
opposite – a God of the Poor, a God of
the Oppressed, a God of the Vulnerable,
a God of the Powerless, a God of Peace, 
a God of Joy, a God of Compassion.  

It is true, of course, that we also address
God as the God of Love and Mercy, and
our Creator and that is good as these
names reflect the God revealed to us in
Jesus Christ. 

Jesus also addressed God as Father, or
Abba, as we do today. But, in doing so, 
I think Jesus would understand that God
is beyond gender, neither male nor
female, and that God is both loving
presence and ultimate mystery – a God
who is within us, yet beyond us.

What’s in a 
name?
S

You can write to Fr Peter at:
41 Victoria Road, Formby, 
Liverpool L37 1LW

Please continue to fill our postbag 
by sending your thoughts and
comments to:

The Editor, Mission Today, 
23 Eccleston Square,
London SW1V 1NU
Or email: info@missio.org.uk

Father Peter

was on appeals in three churches
this past weekend and asked the

new Parish Priest in Chard to present an
award to Peter, a Local Secretary who
has been supporting Missio’s APF and
Mill Hill for many years. He’s a great guy
and is supported by his wife, Sue.

Peter shared: 'I enjoy doing my little bit to
help the missions... None of it however,
would be possible without the support 
of my fellow parishioners, who have the
Red Box in their homes and continue to
support the good work being done.' 

Editor: The time and dedication of our
volunteers is truly life-changing for so many
people across the world. Thank you!

Father Peter

I

Eddie Slawinski, a Mill Hill Brother,
generously contributes his time and 
a lot of energy to Red Box Appeals
throughout England. Here he tells us
about a recent experience he had:
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In remembrance

Dcn T Alcock, Grace Allan, Dr Rosalind
Andrew, Dcn Francis Andrews, Alan

Ashton, Cassie Ashton, Mr B Atkin, Colin Axford

David Bailes, Anne Bainbridge, Flannan
Ball, Roy Bardsley, Barbara Barnes, Mrs L

M Barnes, Fr Robert Barry, Mr A W Bath, Alice
Batt, Nicola Bayly, Helena Margaretha Bean, 
Sr Dorothy Bell, Phillipa Belton-Smith, Margaret
Bennett, Doreen Benyon, Nora Bettridge, 
Mrs B Bick, Mary Black, Frances Borbone, John
Borthwick, Hannah Bowden, Paul Bowker,
Frank Boyle, Harry Bradford, Tom Bradley,
Marie Breadon, John Brennan, Mr G Brierley,
Tony Briggs, Brenda Brookes, Vince & Kate
Brown, Mary Browning, John Brunton, Christine
Bryan, Deirdre (Dee) Bulgin, Jean Burke, Rita
Burnett, Bessie Burns, Ray Bush, Joan Butcher,
Kenneth Michael Butt, Matthew Byrne

Jim Caddell, Marie Campbell, Fernando
Caprano, Mrs S Carey, Mary Carney, James

Edward Carr, Edward Carrapiett, Henry Carter,
Eileen Cass, Christopher Cassin, Joan Chadwick,
Terry Chadwick, Hugh Edward Chapman, Vera
Charnock, Gwen Chivers, Prof Robert Francis
Churchhouse, Francis Clarke, Robert Clayton,
Sheila Cload, Avie Clune, Victor Edwin Cole, 
Dr Brian Bernard Collins, Mildred Collins,
Winifred Collinson, Florrie Colman, John
Connelly, Mary Connolly, Patricia Connor, 
Miss C Cooper, Elvira Costello, Freda Cottam,
Rose Cottam, Albert Cox, Paddy Coyne, 
Mr J G Craig, Ronald Francis Crane, Winifred
Mary Critchley, Mary Crosby

Canon Thomas Dakin, Margaret Carmella
D'Alton, Arthur Davies, Theresa Davis,

Gerry Dawson, Anthony Paul Day, Margaret
Day, Robert Decohurst, Elisabeth Dempsey,

Winifred Mary Dendy, Margaret Devey, John
Dixon, Winifred Dixon, Pat Dodds, Eileen
Doherty, Stephanie Doherty, Bernard Donlon, 
Dorothy Doughty, Patrick Doyle, Kitty Driscoll

Rosaleen Patricia Essam, Colin Evans, 
Patricia Evans

Sue Farley, James Farragher, Michael Faul,
Fr Andrew Fernandes, Mrs V M Field, Carol

Finley, Mary Finlow, Mr L J Fitzgibbons, Doreen
Fletcher, Ann Fong-Richards, Mr J Forsey, 
John Fox, Maria & Ray Fox, Janette Franklin, 
Fr David Freeman

Patricia Gaffney, George Gallimore, Mary
Galloway, Judy Garland, Margaret Gatter,

Maureen Gerrard, Robert Gettings, Teresa
Gibbons, Margaret Farquhar Glass, Teresa
Bernadette Gleeson, Jack & Jackie Goulding, 
Mr & Mrs W & H Goulding, Patricia Gregory,
Vincent Griffiths

Audrey Hall, Eve Hamblin, Lawrence David
Hannah, Frank Hannon, Teresa Harlow, 

Robert Donald Harman, Fr John Harrington,
Mrs T A Harris, Norman Lawrence Hart, 
Michael Hartley, Elizabeth Hatton, Christine
Hayes, Anne Hazel, Kathleen Healey, Peter
Hegarty, Mrs M Hermon, Patrick Hession, 
Mary Hey, Mary Hoban, John Hodges, John
Hoey, Bridie Hogan, Winifred Holden, Mary
(Mollie) Holdsworth, John Hope, Peter Hudson,
Denise Hughes, Michael Hughes, Sharyn
Bernadette Hunt, Richard Hurst, Fr Sean Hynes

Maureen Isherwood

All living and deceased supporters of Missio and the Mill Hill
Missionaries are remembered at Mass in our chapel. Mill Hill priests
offer Mass for deceased members in November and they are
remembered at Mass every Sunday and in their Daily Office

missio.org.uk
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In remembrance

Noel Jackson, Val James, Mary Janiec,
Michael Jeffries, Pat Jennings, 

Mr T Jennings, Dennis Johnson, Dora Winifred
Johnson, Marie Johnson, Pat Johnson, 
Carol Jones, Glenys Jones, Pauline Jones, 
Mrs B E Joseph

Minoo Kama, Fr Nicholas Kavanagh, Winnie
Keatings, John Kelleher, Christopher Kelly,

Brenda Kendrick, Peter Kendrick, Mgr Jack
Kennedy, Ted & Joan Kenny, Vincenta Kerr

Peggy Lamb, Mary Lancaster, Sarah
Larkin, Thomas Larkin, Henry Le Comte,

Mary Lennon, Patrick Levings, Donald Lewis,
Joan Lewis, Maria Lewis, Bridget Ley, Mrs M
Lindsey, Des Littlefield, Alexander Livingstone,
Alan Lloyd, Josephine Lloyd, Pat Lobley, Claire
Loureiro, Carol Lynch

Ambrose Mackewen, Victoria Mackie, 
Vera Malley, Fr Thomas More Mann, 

Anne Mannion, Joseph Mannion, Maureen
Marchant, Frank Martin, Lillian Martin, Mawria
Martin, Owen Martin, Roy Mashman, Mary
Mason, Margaret Mathews, Sr Hilda McCann,
Doreen McCarthy, Eileen McCarthy, Mary
McCarthy, Tony McCarthy, Mrs B McCormick,
Joan McCreesh, Ian McCrossan, Anne
McGonigle, Eugene McGrath, Mary McGrath,
Mary Patricia McGrath, Sheila McGrath, Judith
McIntyre, Mr B R McKenna, Roddy Mary
McKenna, Fr Stephen McKenna, Robert
McKinlay, Thomas McLaughlin, 
Mrs C I McMahon, Lorna Maria McQueen,
Margaret Meade, John Melia, Maureen Mellors,
Louise Miller, Lillian Mills, Maria Monteiro, Jean
Moore, Joyce Morris, Ms P Morris, Frank Moyna,
Michael Mullen, Margaret Murphy, Monica
Murphy, Sheila Murphy, Peter Murray, 
Nancy Murrihy

Kitty Nesbitt, Mr J W Nixon, Dora Lilian
Nolan, Henry Nolan

Denis O'Brien, Alice O'Connell, Mary
O'Donnell, Brian O'Gorman, Keith O'Hara,

Pat O'Hara, Dianah O'Kelly, Luke O'Neil, Henry
O'Neill, Eileen Ord, Edward Maurice Osman

John Charles Page, Pat Parry, John James
Parsons, Audrey Peniston, Nel Pestel,

Nicolino Petrini, Gerry Pickering, Ms M Planel,
Jack Pollock, Irene Pope, Patrick & Nora Power, 
Keith Price, Theresa May Price, George
Pritchard, Mrs P Prosser, Michael Prowse,
Agnes Purcell

Canon Leonard Quigley, Edmund Paul
Quinn, Margaret Quinn

Patrick John Radcliffe, Diana Rayment, 
Fr Charles Reddan SDS, Joyce Redding, 

Jean Redpath, John Regan, Canon Peter Joseph
Reilly, John Rennie, Peter Richardson,
Philomena Rigby, Josephine Roberts, Marie
Robertson, Michael Robins, Mary Robinson,
Nigel Robinson, Bernadette Ross, Lena 
Rozario-Martin, Kathleen Ruff, Dr Nichola
Russell, John Ryan, Fr Thomas Ryan, Tony Ryan

Fr Peter Samuels, Susan Sands, Maureen
Scales, Margot Schwarz, Imelda Scott,

Winston Frank Selby, Margaret Sell, Mary
Shelton, Irene Sheridan, Annie Shields, Michael
Siggins, Kim Simmons, Bridie Simms, Brenda
Smith, Gerry Smith, Jacqueline Smith, Margaret
Smith, Owen Smith, Francis Anthony Smyth,
John Spain, Betty Spayne, Anne Standen, Eileen
Stanley, Michael John Stevens, Mrs C P Stewart,
Lena Stewart, James Storrie, Elizabeth (Betty)
Sullivan, Dennis Sumner, Hilda Swain, Gerard
Swarbrick, David Swinton

Mrs D P Tandy, Derick Tansley, Joan Taylor,
Edward Anthony Terry, Patricia Thackray, 

Mrs B M Theeswaran, Norah Thomas, Joyce
Thorne, John Tibbetts, Samuel Tobin, 
Anthony Tomkins, Terence Tuer, Mary Tugwell,
Maureen Tugwell, Michael Tully, Phoebe Tully,
George Turner

John Urch Mr J E Vaz

Fr Patrick Waldron, Peter Michael Ward,
Helen Warren, Mary Warren, Ronald

George Everest Warren, Joyce Westacott ,
Kathleen Westlake, Ruth Wharf, Michael John
While, Carol Whitely, Russ Whitely, Audrey
Wilkins, Ruth Wilkinson, Rita Williams, Charles
Wilson, Edmund Wilson, Edna Woodrow, Peggy
Woodward, Brian Worthington, Thelma
Margaret Wright, Dcn William Wright
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With the support of Missio around the world, 
Pope Francis has declared this October to be an
Extraordinary Month of Mission. It is a special
month of prayer and action, calling us all to renew
our missionary commitment to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ with all people and nations.

You can read more on page 10 or visit
missio.org.uk/emm

The Autumn edition of Mission Today will be a
special celebratory edition in honour of the
Extraordinary Month of Mission. It will be
available slightly later than usual – at the
beginning of September. We will be printing
extra copies of the magazine, and special EMM
prayer cards will be sent to all parishes in
England and Wales.
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