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n his World Mission Sunday
message the Holy Father addresses

all of us who are part of the Red Box
family: ‘You are a precious means of
awakening in every Christian community
a desire to reach beyond its own
confines and security in order to
proclaim the Gospel to all.’

Your generosity in praying for and
sharing your gifts with the struggling and
sometimes suffering Church across the
world is truly making a difference. I have
witnessed it myself on my recent visit to
South Sudan, a country racked by
violence, corruption and hatred. In this
part of the world the Church is the only
trustworthy organisation in the country,
capable of delivering basic services 
and offering the means to peaceful 
co-existence.

Bishop Paride Taban's Peace Village is one
of many beacons of hope inspired by the
Gospel. In a remote place in South Sudan
not far from the Ethiopian border, situated
in the midst of warring ethnic groups, his

I
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Peace Village is courageously striving to
bring peace to people of goodwill. Read
more about it on pages 6-9.

Our Summer Mission Masses offered
another opportunity for us to awaken
the desire to reach out to others, as we
gave thanks to God and each other for
the wonderful work of Local Secretaries,
Promoters/Zealators and Red Box
supporters. Thanks to all of you who
were able to join us.

The fruit of the Mill Hill Missionaries’ 
long and inspiring history in India is
celebrated by Fr Fons in his article
‘Inspiration in India’, and Fr John, as
always, gives us valuable food for
thought as he considers Jesus’ teaching
on judging others. 

I do not have to tell you how important
World Mission Sunday is to our Church.
Please do all you can in your parishes to
encourage people to respond to the Holy
Father’s call to proclaim the Gospel in
countries, such as South Sudan, where
the Gospel of Jesus and your generosity, 
are changing lives for the better.

Fr Anthony Chantry, National Director

missio.org.uk

The Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions
Join with the Holy Father in praying:

NOVEMBER
Christians in Asia
That Christians in Asia, bearing witness
to the Gospel in word and deed, may
promote dialogue, peace, and mutual
understanding, especially with those 
of other religions.

DECEMBER
The elderly
That the elderly, sustained by families
and Christian communities, may 
apply their wisdom and experience 
to spreading the faith and forming 
new generations.

JANUARY
Religious minorities in Asia 
That Christians, and other religious
minorities in Asian countries, may be
able to practise their faith in full freedom.

FEBRUARY
Say ‘No’ to corruption
That those who have material, political
or spiritual power may resist the lure 
of corruption. 

Be a missionary through prayer
Whoever and wherever we are, 
we can all be missionary: joining
together in prayer with the wider
Church, volunteering for Missio or
giving generously through the 
Red Box. These are all valuable ways 
to further the work of mission.
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Missio around the world

World news

Good Shepherd services

On 23 May 2017, children from the
Archdiocese of Cardiff, Wales, gathered
at Cardiff Metropolitan Cathedral of St
David to celebrate the work of Missio’s
children's branch, Mission Together. 
They were joined by Archbishop George
Stack and Fr Anthony Chantry, the
National Director of Missio England and
Wales, at a Good Shepherd service. 

While on 24 May 2017, children from the
Archdiocese of Southwark gathered at
Aylesford Priory in Kent and were joined
by Bishop Paul Mason at their celebration.
Not to be outdone, children in the Diocese
of Arundel and Brighton celebrated 
on 21 June 2017 in Worth Abbey with
Bishop Richard Moth.

Beautiful singing, dancing and artwork
were shared by hundreds of children, in
addition to praying for one another and
fundraising for children living in vulnerable
communities overseas – children helping
children.

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017
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WALES AND ENGLANDEGYPT

‘Path of the Holy Family’

UNESCO is preparing to recognise World
Heritage Site status for the ‘Path of the
Holy Family’, the journey travelled by
Mary, Joseph and the Child Jesus when
they found refuge in Egypt after escaping
the violence of Herod.  During his visit 
in April, Pope Francis made several 
references to the hospitality offered by
Egypt to the Child Jesus, Joseph and 
Mary after being forced into exile. 

It is believed that UNESCO's recognition
will help increase the flow of pilgrims
and will possibly compensate for the
huge losses to the national tourist 
industry caused by terrorism and the 
instability in the region. 
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Helping those in need of mercy

On June 3 2017 Pope Francis met with 
120 National Directors from Missio
(Pontifical Mission Societies). The Holy
Father gave a heartfelt thanks to all of
those who support the work of Missio
throughout the world and encouraged 
us to 'live the mission as a permanent 
opportunity to announce Christ, meeting
him and helping others to have a 
personal encounter with him too. I hope
your material and spiritual assistance to
churches around the world will make 
the churches more and more based on the
Gospel and on the baptismal involvement
of all the faithful, laypeople and clerics, in
the Church's only mission: to make God’s
love known to everybody, especially to
those most in need of his mercy.

‘I bless you all in this day and ask the Virgin
Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Mother
of the Church, always to inspire us with the
testimony of her faith and the reassuring
guarantee of her motherly intercession.’

Silver Jubilee 
celebration

On 9 July 2017 a
special Mass was
held in the capital
city of Mongolia,
Ulaanbaatar, to 

celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
Catholic Church's presence in Mongolia.
Bishop Wenceslao Padilla, Apostolic
Prefect of Mongolia, said: ‘At this point, 
I can truly say, and I want to cry out to the
world, the words of the prophet Isaiah:
Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name,
let his name be honoured, give word of his
doings among the peoples, say that his
name is lifted up (Isaiah 12:4). The God of
our fathers has been truly rich in grace,
loving, he protected and guided us in
every step of our path of faith and our
small community of believers in Mongolia.’

Bishop Padilla also emphasised that ‘the
Church's stability in Mongolia, with its
presence in various sectors of society,
has always grown and strengthened. 
The arrival of missionaries of different
religious congregations and of different
nations, collaboration and the faith of
many Mongols contributed to building 
a solid presence of the Church in
Mongolia.’ 

Congratulations Mongolia! 
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World Mission Sunday6

Where there is hatred, sow love;
help bring peace to South Sudan

ith one hand holding God and with
the other hand holding humanity’ 

is how Bishop Paride Taban makes his
vital contribution towards encouraging a
peaceful South Sudan. This humble,
gentle man was bishop throughout the
civil war which gripped Sudan from 1983
to 2005. He worked with the people,
supporting them practically and spiritually,
he dialogued with members of all sides of
the civil war and was instrumental in
eventually helping instigate independence
for South Sudan, which came into force
when it became the world’s youngest
nation in 2011.

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017

The conflict continues; more
and more people are hungry, 
homeless and traumatised. 
Retribution is rife. South Sudan
is on the brink of collapse, but
Bishop Paride Taban is trying 
his utmost to bring peace to 
his people

W‘
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The people of South Sudan have lived
with conflict for most of the last 40 
years. The majority of people living in
South Sudan do not recall a time without
conflict, with 75% of the population below
the age of 30. Despite eight years of
peace, since late 2013, groups within
South Sudan itself have been at war with
one another. Many people have been
displaced both internally, and externally;
forced to seek refuge in church grounds,
UN sites and neighbouring countries. 

Sadly, in addition to the violence, now the
threat of famine has become a reality and
those that are ‘safe’ are starving. 

Bishop Paride shared with us recently: 
‘All of the war has been waged because 
of lack of education. People are not
educated and do not accept each other as
brothers and sisters because of tribalism.’ 

Knowing this, Bishop Paride retired as
diocesan bishop in an effort to encourage
people to live as equals. He embarked
upon creating a ‘Peace Village’ in Kuron,
knowing that the different tribes in this
area were clashing and had no access to
education, healthcare or the Church. 

Many people who live on the land have
done so for centuries and have no
experience of schools, clinics and the
infrastructure that we take for granted.
According to a local priest, this current
conflict is worse than the previous civil
wars. Tribes are turning on one another
and they are using guns. People are not
just stealing cattle, they are kidnapping
children. Retribution is rife. 

Last year, one of the mothers in the 
Peace Village felt her blood turn cold.
June’s five-year-old son, John, was 
gone – abducted by five people while
tending to his family’s cows. 

His tiny legs could not outrun his captors.

Word quickly spread and families of the
local community began to search
desperately, but he was nowhere to be
found. As there is no local law enforcement,
the Peace Village includes a peace office so
John’s abduction was quickly reported to
the office, which immediately circulated
the information to the surrounding
communities, including that of the rival
tribe, the believed culprits. 

The tribes still do not get on with one
another, not least because of cattle
raiding between them. Members of one
tribe will often go armed at night and
steal cattle from their rival tribe by force.
Although this has been happening for
centuries, what is new is that children are
now being abducted too. Previously, a
counter-attack would have taken place
immediately, with the ‘wronged’ tribe
seeking revenge, either by stealing cattle
or one of the other tribes’ children, if not
something worse. 
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World Mission Sunday8
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For five days, the community searched 
for John. Roadblocks were enforced and
people across the area were on alert to
look for the child. John’s mother was
heartbroken; she could not eat or sleep.
At the time she said, ‘By taking my child
you have destroyed me.’

On the fifth day, a soldier who was
travelling towards Kuron from an army
camp almost 100 miles away was asked if
he knew anything about John. He said that
a child had been found by a group of
patrolling soldiers who happened upon
some ‘wildlife people’. When they saw the
soldiers they ran away, leaving the boy
behind. John told the soldiers he was from
Kuron and when asked who he knew
there, he gave the name of ‘Bishop’.

When the Peace Village found out that
John was at the army camp, a village
peace worker and John’s father rushed 
to the army village. Arriving at the army
camp, to prove they knew him, John was
put with 15 other children and his father
asked which child was his son. He broke
down in tears as soon he saw John and
ran and embraced him. 

John’s mother says, ‘Without the Peace
Village, our child would just have
disappeared. Although I am filled with
anger for the people who did this to my
child, I know that we must learn to live
alongside the communities around us.
The Peace Village is helping us to do that. 
I don’t want anyone else’s child to be
taken. No one deserves that.’ 

The local chief in Kuron says, ‘Thanks to
the Peace Village, we now know that we
need to establish the facts first and find
out what has happened, rather than jump
to conclusions. 

God has given Bishop Paride a call to
establish the Peace Village.

Now he is a beacon and an example to 
all other people in South Sudan to make
similar communities. Bishop Paride has
a great love in his heart and shares 
God’s love with us all.’

The Peace Village continues to work with
all the local tribes. Workshops help bring
together people from each of the tribes to
enable them to get to know one another
and to try to understand one another.
They also have a monitoring team to find
out what is happening in the area and
ensure they have the facts, not hearsay,
about issues in the communities.
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The Peace Village reaches and supports
those in greatest need through trauma
counselling, a health clinic, a nursery and
primary school and a vocational training
centre. 

Bishop Paride tells us: ‘Now this village is
used as a model, but we need funds to
create a Peace Academy, so that we can 
roll out this model across the country.’ 

The concept of the Peace Academy is that
when people attend, they are personally
transformed through Gospel teachings

and are then encouraged to reflect how
and what they may do in their own
community to help build peace. At Kuron
it is very much the local Church leading
the way. You too can help to build the
kingdom of God here and now, whilst
maintaining hope for the future.

With your help, Missio, the Pope’s official
charity for overseas mission, works to
answer the call to love God and to love
our neighbour by bringing the hope of the
Gospel where there is turmoil, poverty
and uncertainty in the world. 

On World Mission Sunday on 22 October
this year, Missio will be encouraging the
faithful of England and Wales to ‘help
bring peace to South Sudan’ and
throughout the world through your
prayers and financial support. The 
Pope’s worldwide collection is a real sign
of God’s mercy and love to our sisters
and brothers around the world who are
suffering through war and conflict.

Where there is hatred, sow love
Help bring peace to South Sudan

Find out how you can help by 
visiting missio.org.uk/wms2017

6-9 WorldMissionSunday.qxp_Layout 1  02/08/2017  10:24  Page 4



Celebrating Mission10

Summer Masses
Across England and Wales during June and July many of you 
came together to celebrate, give thanks and pray for the work 
of missionaries around the world. From Gateshead to Newport, 
Salford to Plymouth, Local Secretaries, Promoters, missionaries
and Red Box holders gathered to celebrate Mass together

ach Mass was concelebrated by 
Fr Anthony Chantry, Missio’s

National Director, along with local Mill 
Hill organisers and a member of the Mill
Hill Missionaries’ General Council. The
representative on the Council for Africa, 
Fr Andrew Mukulu MHM, shared in his
homily how the Catholic faith was brought
by the Mill Hill Missionaries to the area of
Uganda where he was born. Now he is
himself a Mill Hill Missionary, having
worked in Cameroon, South Africa and
now representing the Africa Mission on
the International Council. 

Over refreshments after each Mass there
was the chance to catch up with friends,
hear updates about Mill Hill Missionaries
people have known, as well as hear a little
about what your support through the Red
Box is achieving around the world.

Look out for dates of next year’s Masses
in the Mission Today Calendar 2018 or at
missio.org.uk and join us at a Mission
Mass in 2018!

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017
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Earlier this year, we asked on
Facebook if people have a Red Box
at home. It was a way of reaching
out to people who may not always
get a copy of Mission Today, or who
have a Red Box which hasn’t been
emptied for a while. 

Tens of thousands of people saw 
the post and hundreds of people
‘liked’ it. Some people even took 
the trouble to write a little message
about the special place the Red 
Box has in their homes. 

In July, Pope Francis reminded 
us that we’re all called to be
missionaries. Through our prayerful
and financial support of the Red
Box, we are living out that call.
Thank you!

Thank you for sharing
God’s love
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Join us on Facebook: facebook.com/MissioUK
facebook.com/MillHillMissionaries

‘My Mam had a Red Box when I was a

child, as did most of our parish. One 

of the men I collect from still has his

mother’s original wooden box and he

continues to save in his mother’s

memory. I find this very humbling.’

Isobel from Consett, Co. Durham

‘I am our Local Secretary. We have 

had the Red Boxes for as long as I can

remember (72 years) and we’re just

completing our Spring collection.’

Eileen from Rotherham

‘We inherited our Red Box from Mrs

Townsley who said, “As long as you have

a Mission Box you will never be short 

of money!”’

Sandra from East Sussex

‘I started with the Red Box scheme when

I was 14, emptying them for our parish.

Now 50 years later I am our Local

Secretary and still emptying them. I have

got to know some lovely and generous

people through this good cause.’

Joan from Willington, Co. Durham

Join us on Twitter:
twitter.com/MissioUK
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Legacies 12

‘Works of love directed to one’s
neighbour are the most perfect
external manifestation of the
interior grace of the Spirit.’ 
Pope Francis

ou can build the Church and
empower local people to form and

sustain communities of faith; train future
priests, sisters and catechists; support
vulnerable children via educational,
medical, welfare and formation initiatives;
and educate the faithful about mission,
through a legacy to Missio.

After your pilgrimage on earth has ended,
your legacy can live on to bear witness to
Christ's love for all our brothers and
sisters in need. Your gift will mean that
future generations will be given the
chance to experience the fullness of life
and the hope that comes from knowing
God’s love for them.

After your loved ones have been taken
care of, what will your legacy be?

Your gift goes a long way in the mission
dioceses overseas. Our work directly
through the local bishops ensures that
funds are distributed efficiently and
where there is greatest need. Please
remember Missio and/or the Mill Hill
Missionaries in your Will.

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017
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An enduring legacy of
love, faith and hope for
the future

If you would like more information on
how to leave a gift to Missio and/or the
Mill Hill Missionaries in your Will, please
visit missio.org.uk/legacies or contact
Monica at legacy@missio.org.uk or on
020 7821 9755.
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Please help us show the love of Jesus 
to the children of our world.

Special gifts left to us in our supporters’
Wills help us reach out with God’s
compassion and light to some of the 
most desolate and desperate parts 
of our world.

Where there is turmoil, poverty and
uncertainty, where the Church is new,
young or poor, there you will find the 
APF and our Mill Hill Missionaries. 

By providing the building blocks of our
churches, schools, orphanages and 
clinics, we ensure that your gift will live 
on year after year in places like these, in
generations yet to come and in children

who, thanks to your love, will receive 
the gift of faith and hope. 

Making a gift to Missio and/or Mill Hill in
your Will means that you will be leaving 
a foundation of faith for the future. 
A wonderful gift of faith that lasts forever.

Leave a legacy of love

The next step is to send for our
information brochure. We will send you
this in confidence and without any
obligation on your part. If you would
prefer to speak to someone, please call
Monica at Missio’s National Office on 
020 7821 9755. Alternatively you can
email the National Director, Fr Anthony
Chantry at: director@missio.org.uk

Care for the future of our Church
Leave a legacy of faith
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Could you be a missionary
priest or brother?

Have you ever considered joining 
the 150 young men training to be
missionaries at Mill Hill’s
international training centres? 

If you are a Catholic, male, single 
and aged between 18 and 30 you
could join them. 

To find out more, with no 
obligation, please contact 
Fr Dermot Byrne by email:
millhillvocationsoffice@gmail.com
or by telephone on 0161 737 9742

We need your help to reach out to all
people, offering the dignity and hope
that comes through knowing Jesus.

Your prayers and generosity make
possible the essential and life-giving
mission of the Church in our world:
fighting poverty, injustice and 
exploitation. 

Red Box holders and annual members 
are part of the APF world family. You play
a vital role in the mission of the Church,
bringing God’s love and renewed hope 
to the poorest and most in need. 

To offer your support please complete 
the form on the right. 

You can also call 020 7821 9755 or 
visit missio.org.uk

Help bring faith and hope to
where they are most needed
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Please fill in the form below and return to:
National Director, Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU

AMT173

Your details (PLEASE PRINT) *Required fields

Title*

First Name* Surname*

Address*

Postcode*

Tel

Email

Please send me the quarterly Missio e-newsletter (provide email address above)

I want Missio to claim Gift Aid on this and any future donations until I notify you otherwise.
I am a UK tax payer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to
pay any difference. I will notify Missio if I want to cancel this declaration, change my name or
home address, or no longer pay sufficient tax on my Income and/or Capital Gains Tax.

Date N.B. Please ensure the box is ticked.

I enclose a donation of £ (please make cheques/postal orders payable to 
APF-Mill Hill). You can also give online at missio.org.uk or call us on 020 7821 9755
(office hours) or via credit card/direct debit – see over

I would like to make an annual gift, offering £30 or more a year

I will collect a Red Box from my parish Local Secretary or Parish Priest (money from 
Red Boxes is collected by volunteers in your parish)

I would like to become a volunteer for the APF in my parish

Please tick if you require a receipt

Please send me information on how to leave a gift in my Will

I would like (please state number)Mass/es offered for the following
intentions (please use a separate sheet if necessary): 

Intentions:

I enclose £ (the usual offering is £5 or more per Mass; please make cheques 
payable to Missio Mass a/c or see over to pay by card)

Please tick if you require a receipt

S
U
P
P
O
R
T

M
A
S
S
E
S
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Your details (PLEASE PRINT) *Required fields

I would like to pay £                                          by:

Visa/Mastercard                    Maestro/Delta/Visa                    CAF Charity Card

To donate via card
Please ensure you have filled in the front of this form first!

Name on card (PLEASE PRINT)*

Card No*

Issue No Start date

Expiry date* Security code*

Please tick if you require a receipt

Last three numbers on
the signature strip on the
back of your card

To donate via Direct Debit
I wish to pay Missio the sum of (Please tick):

£30 £50 £100 Other £

Monthly Quarterly Annually on the:

5th 15th 28th day of the month

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay Direct Debit

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society
To: The Manager Bank/building society

Address

Postcode

Bank/building society account number Branch sort code

Name of account holder(s)

Instruction to your Bank/building society: Please pay Missio Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction
subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Missio
and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society.

Signature of account holder Date

Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account.

2 5 4 5 8 8

Service user number

Reference (for office use)

Please fill in the whole form using a ballpoint pen and send to: 
Missio, 23 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1NU
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Invest in the future of
our Church – help train 
a future priest

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017

Society of St Peter the Apostle 13

Your help is vital to the work 
of Missio’s Society of St Peter
the Apostle (SPA), which is
mandated by Pope Francis 
to support all seminarians 
in mission dioceses around 
the world

he Church is most active and growing
in mission dioceses, including Sri

Lanka, where there are many faithful
young men who feel the call to the
priesthood. One such man was Prasad,
who attended the National Seminary of
Our Lady of Lanka. He was a student who
had a great vision for his life as a priest,
telling us he wanted to ‘reach out to the
community and let them feel Christ’s
presence in their lives.'

In 2016, Fr Prasad was ordained a priest
and is currently engaged in youth ministry
in the Diocese of Galle, which faces the
Indian Ocean in the south of Sri Lanka.
This community hides its heartache well
as in addition to the civil war, it was
devastated by the tsunami in 2004. 

While infrastructure is being rebuilt, the
deeper wounds of loss and sorrow will
take much longer to heal. The presence 
of a priest is crucial in supporting those 
in distress. 

With your prayers and financial
assistance, the SPA continues its vital
work supporting seminaries worldwide 
to ensure that Catholics everywhere 
can share their faith. 

T

If you would like more information
on how to support the future of 
our Church, please visit
missio.org.uk/spa or contact 
Suzy at spa@missio.org.uk 
or on 020 7821 9755.
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met Fr Frans Baartmans MHM in
2013 at the Ashray Social and Health

Centre he founded in Nagwa, Varanasi.
Wearing the traditional Indian dress and
walking in sandals he blended effortlessly
into the local scene. His bald head framed
on each side by long grey locks gave 
him the appearance of a Hindu sadhu 
or holy man. 

I get a first glimpse of the Nagwa slum
where he lives and the little brick houses
he has built for the Dalits, literally the
'downtrodden'. His own small two-room
dwelling is little more than a hovel. He
sleeps on a mat on the floor. His level of
detachment and the freedom it brings is
quite amazing.

Frans came to Varanasi, 'the city of a
thousand Hindu temples', in 1977 just
when India shut its doors to foreign
missionaries. Mill Hill was going to
withdraw but Frans persuaded his
superiors to be allowed to go to Varanasi.
His argument was: 'This is not a time to
withdraw. Vatican II promotes dialogue.
We need more contact. 

I want to really enter into the depth of
the Indian experience'.

And that is what he did. Frans went to live
among the Dalits in Nagwa. 

'My approach is the Gospel. I try to live
and practise what is at the heart of the
Christian message. For me that is the
story of the “Good Samaritan”. I try to live
that.’ His is an apostolate of compassionate
presence in an overwhelmingly Hindu
environment. 

At the Ashray Centre, Frans and his
assistants oversee a diversified
programme uplifting the standard of living
of the Dalits. The dispensary provides
basic medical care. There is rampant
tuberculosis at Nagwa and many people

Inspiration in India

I

Mill Hill Missionaries go where
the need is greatest, ‘to love
and to serve’. Here Fr Fons
Eppink MHM shares his
experience of visiting Fr Frans
Baartmans MHM in India
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suffer from eye diseases. The Centre has
acquired a small ambulance to transport
serious cases or pregnant women to
hospital. This saves them the indignity 
of having to be taken on a bicycle or a
rickshaw.

To help improve the diet of the slum-
dwellers Frans has set up a cooperative
garden on two large plots.

Acquiring the land was an uphill struggle.
No one wanted to sell when they found
out that he represented non-caste people
and they certainly did not want Dalits as
neighbours! Eventually Frans got the first
piece of land and started by having a
borehole sunk for irrigation. Now, tenants
grow their own vegetables, mostly for
family consumption. 

Coming out of the relative safety of their
neighbourhood to go to the gardens was
a real act of liberation for the Dalit
inhabitants of Nagwa. In the beginning
there was much opposition from
neighbours. Some carelessly dumped
refuse and human waste on the plot
showing their contempt of the Dalits. 
This continued for a while until the Dalits

finally had had enough and asked Frans 
to go to the police. With a policeman
keeping a watchful eye from a distance
they took bags of assorted waste in
procession to the house of the main
offender, called him out, and then
unceremoniously dumped the bags in 
the corridor of his house. Since then 
they have been left in peace! 

It hardly needs saying that education 
is another key area of empowerment. 
A primary school for Dalit children has
found a home on the roof of the Ashray
Centre. 

There are 75 children at the school and
while more children need an education,
there is no room for more. 

Fr Frans has a loving eye and wholehearted
attention for the marginalised and will
patiently listen to anyone who appeals for
his attention or help. He tells me how one
particular day at least fifteen people stopped
him to ask if he had work for them. He
always stops, gets off his bike, and listens.

I am deeply moved by the quiet simplicity
of his simple life and by his deeply held
faith in the heart of this Hindu holy city.
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Fr Michael Corcoran MHM,
General Superior of St Joseph’s
Missionary Society, reports on
the latest news from Mill Hill
Missionaries sharing the Good
News around the world

Br Huub Welters MHM is an eminent
representative of a rapidly shrinking
breed – the Mill Hill Missionary Brothers.
Mostly operating in the background, away
from the limelight, Missionary Brothers
continue to make their own valuable
contribution to the work of evangelisation.

Theirs is a lifelong missionary commitment.
In some quarters there is a renewed
awareness and acknowledgement of the
value of such long-term missionary
involvement in an age of predominantly
short-term volunteering.

Br Huub Welters perfectly fits this
characterisation. In the span of more 
than 50 years of loving service he has 
put his considerable talents at the service
of the local Church in English-speaking
Cameroon. Architect, builder, fundraiser,
accountant, administrator, legal advisor,
pastoral worker, teacher – the list of his
varied involvements is extensive and we
are grateful for every single one of them!

Smelling of the sheep
‘You must meet the students to listen
to their experience of pastoral work.
Pay attention to their body language.
You'll come away inspired’, Sr Colette
McCann MSHR told Fr Fons Eppink
MHM when he visited the Mill Hill
Missionary Formation House in
Bamenda, in the north-west province
of Cameroon. 

A total of 37 students are enrolled
there in a formation programme of
one year of basic formation and three
years of philosophy. The initiation
into pastoral experience is an
essential component of the
integrated formation programme.
Students take a month's pastoral
placement during their long holidays.
They also visit local parishes for
various duties during weekends.

For most, the pastoral placement
means stepping right out of their
comfort zone. Cameroon's north-west
province is a multi-coloured quilt of
widely differing tribes and assorted
languages, cultures and types of food.

Br Huub Welters MHM

Mill Hill students in Cameroon

A valuable
contribution
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Outreach in Asia
One is always aware of the divide
between west Malaysia and east Malaysia
(Sarawak) where our Mill Hill Missionaries
are based. There is a constant drive by the
authorities of west Malaysia to Islamise
the state of Sarawak. 

Our missionaries working in rural 
settings have a pastoral outreach to the
longhouses of the tribal Iban people. 
A longhouse can have over fifty families
living together under one roof in adjoining
rooms. Visiting the people often involves
journeying upriver by boat for hours and
even sleeping overnight on the banks 
of the river. 

Vocations in the dioceses of Sibu and 
Miri where we work are at an all-time low
and as such the presence of our Mill Hill
Missionaries is much appreciated. Our
missionaries have mastered the local Iban
language and they also reach out to the
strong Chinese community in learning the
Mandarin language. 

The mission continues with a new
generation of Mill Hill Missionaries from
Africa and Asia. 

We can all be missionary
Very often when we think of ‘mission’
or ‘the missions’, our minds turn to
Africa, Asia and Latin America. As
missionaries, whether abroad or at
home, the issues and challenges of
our times are ever present. Each one
of us can articulate the hopes and
dreams, the challenges and
sufferings, which mark the lives of the
peoples we encounter in our ministry.
There are people who need our help,
who are crying out to be heard and
who are supremely worthy of our
every effort especially on behalf of
justice, peace and solidarity.

Visiting our missionaries in the Tyrol,
Austria, gave me a sense of the
missionary work we continue to do
locally in embracing the reality of
human life. Though many of our
missionaries in Europe are now in
retirement, they continue to find 
new opportunities to serve others.

Mill Hill Missionaries with newly appointed Archbishop
Simon Poh, Malaysia

Fr Gustl Frenadamez MHM spent over fifty 
years as a missionary in the Philippines. Here he 
is standing in front of a picture of his cousin, 
St Joseph Freinademetz SVD, a missionary who
died in China

missio.org.uk
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he Bible is full of criticism of religion.
Obviously it criticises idolatry, but the

prophets are often fiercely critical of the
religion of Israel and the way it is
practised. Jesus, a devout observant Jew,
was similarly very critical of the way some
pious fellow Jews practised their faith. 

St Paul is very critical of the way some
early Christians practised their faith, as is 
St John in the Apocalypse. None of these
people were in any way anti-religion or
anti-God, but they were against all
falsehood, even when it appeared under
the guise of true religion.

In the modern Western world that critique
of religion has mutated into godless
secularism which hates all religion and
hates God. It is as though that biblical

MISSION TODAY AUTUMN 2017

TFor many years my father 
kept an allotment. I remember
him showing me some lettuces
which had ‘bolted’. If you leave
a lettuce too long in the ground
it grows a rather ugly spike of 
a flower which takes all the 
goodness out of the plant. 
Many of the things which 
challenge us Christians in the
modern world are in fact 
Christian ideas or Christian
virtues which have ‘bolted’ 

Do Not Judge
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critique, legitimate and necessary to keep
our feet on the ground, ‘bolted’ and
became something destructive and
useless. We could say the same about
other things such as secular humanism,
materialism and even relativism. They are
all Christian ideas that have gone wrong 
in the minds of people.

One of the commonest ideas which
comes from the Bible but which somehow
has morphed into something unhealthy is
this saying of Jesus’: 

‘Judge not, and you will not be judged;
condemn not, and you will not be
condemned' Luke 6:37

Remember Jesus is living in a world where
some people almost make a living out of
condemning others. And he is saying ‘Do
not do that! Do not make that assumption
and maybe you should take the plank out
of your own eye before you take the
splinter out of someone else’s.’ That is as
true and valid today as it was then. But
many modern people do not just mean
that. For many people just saying to
someone: ‘What you are doing is wrong’ is
being judgemental and is wrong in itself.

But let me say very clearly that is not at all
what Jesus meant. The Bible makes it very
clear that there are times when we must
say something. But what we condemn is
actions, not persons.

Elsewhere Jesus says:

'If your brother does something wrong, go
and have it out with him alone, between
your two selves.’ Matthew 18:15

Many people today would say: ‘If your
brother does something wrong, then turn
a blind eye and keep quiet because you
must avoid being judgemental at all costs.’

Despite the fact that Scripture consistently
directs us to correct the sinner, many

people have bought into the notion that
correcting the sinner or denouncing some
evil is ‘judging’ them. And when people buy
this notion, this Christian virtue which has
bolted, the Devil must be rubbing his hands
in glee. If he can keep us from correcting
one another, from calling one another to
virtue, sin can and does flourish.

It is often very hard to correct someone 
or to point out their faults and I would
usually prefer to keep quiet, keep the
peace, not rock the boat. But sometimes
you have to say something and that is
what Jesus is pointing at. Several times, 
I have had friends, good people who 
were nevertheless doing things that were
very wrong. 

And I would much prefer to have kept
quiet but I knew as a friend, and all the
more as a priest, I had to say something.

I was afraid that I was putting the
friendship at risk, but thank God each
time the friend took it in the spirit that 
it was intended.

Jesus did not judge people. Especially
those who were judged and condemned
by society as a whole, they found a
welcome and a safe place in his heart. 
But Jesus was nothing like the modern
understanding of ‘non-judgemental'.

In the Sermon on the Mount he roundly
condemns all sorts of actions and
attitudes. So it is not just murder that is
wrong, but the sort of brooding anger that
makes us write people off. Not only is
adultery wrong, but also the lustful
thoughts that might lead to it. Jesus does
make it clear that there are limits and 
that not all actions are fine and dandy.

Fr John Hemer MHM, lecturer in
Sacred Scripture, Allen Hall, London
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saw her ahead of me just in time.
The mother bird was sedately

walking across the Kenyan road with her
chicks behind her. I screeched my car to
a halt, but not before the bird, sensing
danger, had placed herself in front of her
chicks and spread out her beautiful
wings as protection for them. Maybe it
was all pure instinct but, nevertheless,
she was prepared to give her life for her
chicks. Surely there was something of
God in that mother bird – something of
God in her selflessness and her
unconditional ‘love’. All living creatures
can show us the face of God in their
actions and behaviour. Indeed all living
creatures share in the Spirit of God and
in the oneness of life. They share in the
glorious mystery of God’s evolving and
grace-filled creation. In Genesis, after the
Flood, God made a new covenant with all
living creatures, not just humans, and
Jesus refers to the birds of the air being
fed and watched over by the Father.
When we abuse living creatures we are
abusing the face of God. I saw that face
in the noble bird which I almost killed.

Close encounters of
the feathered kind

I

You can write to Fr Peter at:
41 Victoria Road, Formby, 
Liverpool L37 1LW

Please do write to us:
The Editor, Mission Today, 
23 Eccleston Square, London
SW1V 1NU

Father Peter

arlier this year Mary Dearden received
a papal award for her commitment

and long service to the Church in
Shrewsbury Diocese. A primary school
teacher by training, when Mary ‘retired’ she
began a second career of voluntary work.
As well as being an active member of the
Union of Catholic Mothers, Mary uses her
musical gifts to play and sing at her local
church. Together with husband Paul, she is
a regular visitor at the local hospital, where,
as Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist,
they bring Communion to patients on the
chemotherapy ward.

I am especially grateful to Mary for her
work with Mission Together, Missio’s
children’s branch. Since 2009 Mary has
been travelling across the diocese to deliver
assemblies to primary aged children and 
to encourage them to be ‘children helping
children’ through their prayers and
fundraising.

Inspired by Mary’s warmth, enthusiasm and
commitment, pupils in Shrewsbury schools
have said more than ten million Mission
Together Prayers and have raised over
£90,000 in the last eight years.  

Many congratulations to Mary, and a big
thank you to Paul, who gives so much of his
time and service to support Mary in her
work for Mission Together.

Fr Tony Grace
Missio Diocesan Director, Shrewsbury

Editor: Congratulations Mary on your
amazing efforts!

Dear Editor 

Father Peter

E
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In remembrance

George Adcock, Maureen Afted, John Alcock,
Sarah Alexander, Irene Mary Anderson, Peter

Anglim, Joseph Armstong, Eileen Ashley, Frank Avery,
Dorothy Alice Francis (Dot) Ayliffe

Teresa Balls, Michael Banks, Geoffrey Ernest John
Bannister, Ian Thomas Michael Barber, Maureen

Gabrielle Barber, Veronica Barber, Mrs M B Barker, 
P F Barker, Winnie Barker, Mary Barnard, Mr B Barrett,
Kathleen Bateman, Mrs W Bates, Margaret Beatham,
Edward Frederick Bedford, Catherine Beech, Harry
Beeson, Miss C J Bennett, John Portley Bermingham,
Harley Bernard, Horace Birch, Mr K J Bird, Joan
Blacklock, Margaret Mary Borrows, Edward Bowens,
Violet Rosina Nesbit Bowling, Mr M F Bradbury, Evan
Bradley, Joan Brenkley, Shelagh Brenni, Mary Bristow,
Mr B T Britton, Miss K E Broder, Gladys Bromley, Lillian
Belle Brooks, Rita Brooks, Honor Brown, Miss J J M
Brown, Robin Brown, Mr N H Bruce, Lawrence Bernard
Burns, Teresa Bridget Byrne

J Caillard, John Calnan, Ruby Campbell, Helen
Cannon, Mr D Cape, Elizabeth Caplis, John

Cassidy, Sadie Shelagh Catchpole, Bernard Cawley,
Catherine Chamberlain, George Henry Chandler,
Richard Brian Chitty, Michael Christian, Mr A P Clarke,
Miriam Claxton, Mr K Clews, Mrs M T Clift, Pat Coll,
Sheila Congdon, Jane Connolly, John Connolly, James
(Jim) Conroy, Austin Conway, Michael Cooney, Patrick
Cooney, John (Barry) Cooper, Else Rigmor Maria
Corbani, Michael Henry Corbett, Mrs J Corcoran, 
Mr S T Corcoran, Edward Costello, Mr R A Costello,
Maureen Courtney, Patricia Cousins, John Coyer, Kath
Coyne, Mary Crawley, Mary Cregan, Frank Cripps,
Eileen Crisford, Nick Crocker, John Crosby, Mary
Cullen, John Cummings, Ruth Cummings, Bridie
Cummins, Mable Curd, Joan Curtin, Margaret Curtin,
Pamela Curtis

Constance May Dacey, Anne Dacre, Peter Davis,
Ann Davonald, Eunice Dawson, Bernard De Rosa,

Ronald Cajetan De Souza, James Edward Diamond,
Mrs M Dineen, Mrs W J Dixon, John Dodwell, Marion
Dollery, Joseph Donoghue, Mrs L Donoghue, Paul
Donovan, Pat Doolan, Sally Dowdall, William Downes,

John Michael Doyle, Richard John Doyle, Joan Drake,
James Whiteford Drummond, Mr A F D'Souza, Cecilia
Duggan, Henry Duggan, Catherine Duncan, Catherine
Dunne, Michael Durant, Sheila Durrigan, Peter Dutton,
Mrs J Dwyer, Martin Dwyer

Margaret Easson, John Anthony Edmonds,
Charles Edwards, Elizabeth Edwards, Mr E N

Ensell, Jim Evans, David Exley

James Farrell, Lestina Albertha Farrell, Patrick
Farrell, Roy Farren, Ellen Faulkner, Kathleen

Fenton, Antonia Ferrarese, Mrs M T Finan, Ethel Maria
Finch, Richard Firth, James Fletcher, Mary Fletcher, Mr
T M Fletcher, Thomas Fogg, Mr D H J Fonseca, Noreen
Footitt, Robert Leslie Forbes, Margaret Ford, Bridget
Fraser, Mr T P French, Michael John Frost, Frank Fyldes

Charles Gaggero, Christine Gale, Joan Ganley,
Lynda Gardner, Mrs M Gardner, Michael

Garwood, Margaret Gaskell, Arthur Gavigan, John
Gavin, Winifred Gavin, Stanley Gelbert, Kathleen
Gibbons, Mrs S Gibbons, Patrick Gilbert, Donald
Gordon, Barbara Anne Gray, David Greenall, Joan
Gregson, Mr J E R Grieg, Jim Gubbins, Mrs A Guibout,
John Gwyther

Leslie Hall, William Hall, Mrs S Hallay, Anne
Louise Hamilton-Dalrymple, Mary Hamley, Betty

Hammond, Edward Joseph Michael Hammond, Mrs K
Harbron, Margaret Hardman, Geoffrey Hargreaves,
Alice Harrington, Joseph Harrison, Maureen Harvey,
Pat Hawkins, Josie Hayes, Mary Hayward, Doris Head, 
Ann Healey, Paul Heard, Yvonne Hendrick, David
Herbert, Lady Mary Herries of Terregles DCVO, Joseph
Heslin, Kathleen Hindle, Mrs W R Hindmarsh, G Hinds,
Eileen Ho, Mr B A Hoffman, Kathleen Hogan, Joan
Holland, Catherine Holmes, Veronica Holt, Johannes
Homan, Nigel Homes, James Hood, Mr J H Hopwood,
Catherine Hughes, Mary Hughes, Mary Huntley, 
Jenny Hurst

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

All living and deceased supporters of Missio and the Mill Hill
Missionaries are remembered at Mass in our chapel. Mill Hill priests
offer Mass for deceased members in November and they are
remembered at Mass every Sunday and in their Daily Office
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Arthur Jackson, Mrs A M Jameson, Joseph
Jamieson, Mr D Jarrett, Maurice Jenkins, Gwylfa

John, Mrs J Jones, Mary Jones, Vera Jones, Win Jones

Michael Kane, Michael Francis Keane, Ian Keith,
Clifford Kell, Patricia Kelleher, Audrey Kelly,

Brendon Kelly, John Kelly, Michael Kelly, Patrick &
Eileen Kelly, Roy Kelsey, David Kennard, Kathleen
Kennedy, Patrick Kenny, Stephen Kenyon, Mr L A
Ketcher, Margaret Killkenny, Margaret Killoury, 
Tony Kilroy, Miss B C King, Mrs S Kinghorn, Alan Kirk,
Mr M Kirwan

Teresa Elizabeth Lacey, Rita Mary Lang, Mr J G
Lankester, Catherine Larman, Mrs H Laurrell,

Eileen Lavender, Veronica (Buntie) Lavender, Tony
Lavin, Beatrice Eleanor Lawson, Christine Lawton,
Judith Lea, Mr H H E Lea, Mrs M D Z Lee, Elizabeth
Leeming, Rev P Linley, Feliksa Lipanoga, John Lisle,
Mary Lloyd, Raymond F Lloyd, Francis Lockeridge,
Brenda Dorothy Love

Anita MacArthur, Charles MacKinnon, Mrs P M
Mackle, Maureen MacLean, Lillian Maguire, Mr C

P Mann, Mr M F Manning, Michael Marenghi, Mary
Materna, Kenneth Matthews, David Mawhinney, Mr K
F Mayled, Gerald McCaffery, Edward Francis McCann,
Maggie McCavera, Mrs B M McCollum, Mary
McDonnell, Mr I C McDougal, Frank McEnearney, Joyce
McGarry, Glenda McGrath, John McGrath, Norah
McGuckin, Sylvia McHale, Ian McLaren, Molly
McLoughlin, Maureen McNamara, Paul McQuail, Stella
McVey, Ann McVicar, Sean McWeeney, Desmond
Meagher, Mrs R E Meaney, Michael Meenehan,
Marjorie Mercer, Ruth Helen Metcalfe, Christopher A
Mooney, Mary Margaret Moore, Peter Charles Moore,
Anthony Moores, Michael John Moreton-Smith, Mrs M
L Morris, Dorothy Moss, Chris Mouat, Eileen Mulcahy,
Brian Mullarkey, Keith Mullen, Ray Mulligan, Agnes
Mulrey, Mrs Murphy, Ann Murphy, Edward Murphy,
Mary Deirdre Murphy, Agnes Murray

Anthony Naylor, Cam Nertney, Colin Nertney,
Florence Phillipa Ness, Gillian Ness-Collins, Mr D

Nevrala, Salvadora Nicholas, Barbara Nixon, Maureen
Norman, Celia Northrop, Anthony Noyes, Sean Nugent

Mary Oakes, Mary O'Brien, Mrs M O'Connell,
John Augustine O'Donnell, Mr C D O'Donoghue,

Mary O'Garr, Elizabeth O'Gorman, Kathleen Teresa
O'Grady, Michael O'Keeffe, Pamela Olivier, Michael
O'Reilly, Kitty O'Rourke, John O'Sullivan, Bridget
O'Toole, Ella O'Toole, Peter Leslie Oura, Frances Owen

Hugh Paine, Terence Palmer, Veronica Mary
Parkinson, Roger William Patient, Donald Pavis,

Elizabeth Perry, Melvyn Tudor Perry, Patricia Phelan,
Arthur Phelps, Owen Philbin, Brian Phillips, Dorothy
Phillips, Mrs J Pickard, Christine Elizabeth Pilsbury,
Sheila Plant, Mary Pomian, Alice Pompa, Valerie Price,
David Pye

Sheila Quartly, Martin Quill

Margaret Radford, Mrs V Raines, Bonita Ralph,
Brian William Randall, Doris Ready, Patrick

Redstone, Eileen Reed, Mrs E T Renton, Alison
Reynolds, Mrs P M T Reynolds, Judith Richardson, Des
Riggs, Eric Robinson, Yvonne Robinson, Patrick Rock,
Hugh Roddie, Pamela Roddie, Gerald Rodgers, James
Rodgers, William (Bill) Roe, Henry Roffey, Nuria Rogers,
Terence Anthony Rohan, Mr T J Ross, Angela Rowan,
Anne Kate Rutland

Mr B Sanderson, Moira Sargeant, Edward Sauce,
Peggy Scott, Maureen Seeley, Joan Kathleen

Seglias, Lorine Shaby, Sarah Joyce Shakeshaft, Faith
Georgina Shine, Kenneth Short, Margaret Short, Brian
Simmonds, Marie Simmonds, Margaret Simmons,
Sidney Simpson, Mark Skipper, Joan Slater, L Slator,
Joseph Small, S J Smart, Cecil Smith, Terry Smith,
Anthony Snape, Josie Snape, Cecil Soares, Norman
South, John Spellman, Mr B Spillane, Mary Elizabeth
Stead, Edwin J Stotesbury, Mr B A K Swan, William
Swindells, Franciszek Szuta

Cyril Tannahill Spencer, Patricia Taylor, William
Thompson, Mrs F H Tibbs, Christina Time,

Bridget Tolan, Stuart Torrance, Mr M Treanor, Mena
Trewick, Anthony J Turnbull, Agnes Turner, Irene
Tweedie, Alfred Tyson

Anthony Vincent, Ronald James Viney, 
Richard Vokes

Mr I D Wade, Monica Wafford, Helmut Wagner,
Pearl Wall, Jenny Wallace, Denis Walpole, Mary

Walsh, Mary May Walsh, Edith Ward, Mrs J Watson, J A
Weaver, Patricia Wellington, Edmund Wilcock, Michael
Wilkes, Wendy Willson, Anthony Wilson, Christopher
Wilson, Ted Wilson, Mr R Winn, Mary Winter, Joyce
Wise, Mrs T R Wood, Francis George Woodcock,
Margaret Woodhall, Jean Margaret Woodhouse, Zita
Woodhouse, Dorothy Woods, Josephine Woods, Peter
Worsley, Mrs E A Wright

Sheila Doris Yates, Valerie Joan Yates, Rosemary
Yeomans

Jean Zaieski
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St Joseph’s Missionary Society (Mill Hill Missionaries)
is Britain’s own missionary society, which was
founded by Cardinal Herbert Vaughan in 1866.

Each year the Mill Hill community prepares for the
feast day of St Joseph, our patron, with a special
Novena of Masses and prayers. We pray for the
intentions of all those who support our work, and 
for all of those who have asked for their personal
intentions to be remembered in the novena. 
Prayer is the foundation of all mission work, both 
in this country and abroad. 

The Novena is a positive way for APF-Mill Hill
members to pray for each other and build links of
prayer across the world for missionaries and the
people they serve.

Please join us in person, if you can, at the 
daily Masses in Maidenhead, Berkshire and
Freshfield, Liverpool.

Visit millhillmissionaries.com for more details 

Annual Novena 
to St Joseph

You can also join us in your own home by praying
the daily Novena Prayer and/or by sending your
petitions to us. All you need to do is complete the
form inside the Spring 2018 issue of Mission Today
and return it to: Novena Director, 58 Cookham Rd,
Maidenhead SL6 7HT or email:
novena@millhillmissionaries.com

Take part at home
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