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P R E S S   R E L E A S E
For immediate release 

As World Cup fever grips the globe, Missio was delighted to cheer on another squad of champion players at the Fr Barry French girls football tournament, organised and hosted by Cardinal Wiseman Catholic High School in Ealing.  
Named after an inspiring and much-loved local priest, the late Fr Barry French, the tournament brought together Year 5 pupils from eight primary schools within the Saint Carlos Catholic Academy Trust. But rather than competing against each other, each school was split across four teams. These mixed teams represented four different Catholic charities:  Mission Together (Missio for children), Mary’s Meals, the Jesuit Refugee service and St Vincent de Paul’s.  
This was a brilliant idea on the part of the organisers. As the Catholic Life lead for Cardinal Wiseman school, Mr Conor Ryan explained: 
‘The schools participating will be mixed and represent a Catholic charity rather than their school. This is to increase social interaction, develop an understanding of the charity and boost team building.’
Building friendships through football 
Although the twelve girls in the Mission Together squad were strangers when they arrived, they soon began to work together as a team. Missio representative, Claire, provided early encouragement with a pre-match pep-talk about Mission Together. One pupil explained: 
‘Claire came up to us and asked us to hold hands in a circle. It was a little bit confusing, but then we realised that is what Mission Together is all about: making connections and friendships and caring for other people.’
It was a great way to break the ice between participants from different schools. One pupil from Mount Carmel Primary said:  
‘I felt nervous because I didn’t really know anybody in this team and because there was no one in my school in this team at all... I was afraid that I might be left out, but clearly I wasn’t.’
Together for the win 
Proudly sporting their Mission Together t-shirts, the team made a flying start to the tournament, netting an impressive opening goal within minutes of their first match and quickly adding a second soon after. Facing strong competition, Team Mission Together maintained their momentum with consistent goal scoring and a solid defence throughout all three matches – and booted their way to victory!  
United in mission 
The team’s outstanding performance saw them crowned champions, lifting the Fr Barry French Cup at the close of play. Their victory demonstrated to the girls the power of working together as one, even alongside those they may not have known well at the outset. One player from St Vincent’s Primary School shared: 
‘I felt very happy because all of us were joining together and communicating and so we were able to win, and we tried our best.’
The tournament was followed by a short presentation by each charity, encouraging pupils to relay their learnings about how their schools can support and get involved with the work of all the charities present – including, of course, Mission Together. We’re confident all the squads will return to school fired up to spread the love of Jesus through acts of kindness and charity at home and around the world.  
Thank you! 
A huge thank you to Mr Ryan and Cardinal Wiseman School for organising such a special event, and to all the schools who took part. Special thanks to all the pupils who were part of Team Mission Together, we are very proud of your efforts – your example of unity through faith is truly inspiring – not to mention your football skills! 
Get involved 
Could you fundraise for Missio and Mission Together? Whether it’s through sport, a shared meal, a stall, or something completely different, you’ll find loads of inspiration to get you started on our fundraising page>> <link: https://missio.org.uk/fundraise-for-missio/>
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About Missio
· Together, Missio’s 120 world-wide offices ignite God’s love by supporting 1,070 dioceses in 157 countries through practical and spiritual help.
· Missio ignites God’s love by helping missionaries to work alongside communities globally that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or belief. Sometimes this need might be very specific: a motorbike for a priest to celebrate Mass in remote villages; a simple community hall so people can gather together; vaccinations to protect vulnerable children. Whatever our missionaries need to help them share the joy of the Gospel, Missio strives to provide it. We are proud to be the Pope’s charity for world mission.
By supporting Missio, you play a valuable part in creating a vibrant Catholic Church for the future.
By volunteering, raising or donating funds, and by praying with children, grandchildren or students, YOU make our mission possible.
Together we are enriching today’s global Catholic community.
Together we are training tomorrow’s generation of Priests and Sisters.
Together we are giving hope to the world’s poorest children.
Together we are Missio.
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Today. Tomorrow. Together.




